
Volu me 7, No> 3 


Summer 3001 


The Advocates 
for Bicyclists & 
Pedestrians 

www.trqnsgftorg 






wr—?. 

1| 

ji 

\ 




































PROVOCATEUR 


Vision For A Just City 

P resently we are living in a time of continued effort to 
minimize the role of government in society. Howev¬ 
er, urbanism by its very nature cannot go along with 
that trend. It is highly interventionist. Urbanism 
necesitates community and societal decisions to be enforced 
through some form of government, therefore it clashes with 
libertarian conceptions. This is evident even in the most 
basic of matters. It cannot be left to the individual owners’ 
whim the height of a building, the width of a sidewalk or a 
street, or even the kind of trees to be planted in public 
space. A city is a collective creation bound by rules that can 
only be enforced through community organization which is 
best described as government. 

A fascinating aspect of government-enforced rules for 
city building and city living is 
that there are no objective crite¬ 
ria for many of them. They are 
largely ideological, more akin to 
taste than to reason, to art than 
to science. This is true not only 
of building regulations, but also 
to decisions such as hours at 
which alcoholic beverages can be 
sold, the closing off of a street 
for a parade, or whether to allow 
for car-free bicycle riding. 

Constructing a city which 
functions efficiently is not 
enough. We must strive to create 
an environment where the 
majority of people will be as 
happy as possible. Happiness is 
difficult to define and hard to 
measure. Over the last 40 years 
the environment became an issue 
of deep concern. Today 8-year- 
olds in wealthy countries are 
taught to worry about tropical 
forests and the survival of moun¬ 
tain gorillas. Curiously, a similar interest in the human 
environment has not arisen. There is much more clarity as 
to what the ideal environment is for a happy gorilla, less so 
for that of a happy child. 

Before we talk about a transport system for a city, we 
must know what type of city we want. But when we talk 
about a type of city, we are really talking about a way of liv¬ 
ing. And if we talk about how we want to live, we are 
touching upon the deepest human values. We have to start 
with an ethical and aesthetical conception. Before we have a 
vision of a city, we need a vision of what it is that makes 
people happy. 

Public spaces in cities are essential for creating a more 
just and integrated society. High quality parks, sidewalks, 
pedestrian streets, libraries, and plazas are not frivolities. 
They are as important as roads or sewage systems. They are 
places for rich and poor to meet and experience as equals. 
For a child growing up in the midst of a city, access to the 


green space of a park is a necessity for physical and emo¬ 
tional health. Likewise, pedestrian and bicycle paths con¬ 
nect neighborhoods and make a larger world accessible to 
all ages and classes of citizens. All of this contributes to a 
happier society. 

The failings of suburbs have been amply written about. 
In America, car dependent low-density suburbanized cities 
produce severe quality of life deficiencies and economic 
inefficiencies. Their empty streets without sidewalks are 
lonely and boring. Children and the elderly are left strand¬ 
ed because low-density developments cannot be effectively 
served by public transit. 

The implicit assumption is that advanced countries have 
a monopoly in science, technology, and invention in gener¬ 
al. However, when it comes to 
creating cities, the urban experts 
of such advanced countries them¬ 
selves recognize the failings of 
their models. 

The cycle of more cars, more 
roads, more cars, is very hard to 
break. Once cars get into jams, 
immense pressure develops to 
build more, and faster roads. 
Faster roads soon generate devel¬ 
opment around them and thus 
their own traffic jams. But in the 
process they push suburban 
development farther, and spread 
it thinly over vast areas. Concen¬ 
tric circles of paved wastelands 
ripple outward from an ever-neg¬ 
lected city core slipping over 
land where productive farms, 
wetlands and even small forests 
once thrived. 

The futility of trying to solve 
traffic problems by building new 
roads should be obvious. In the 
U.S., traffic congestion has doubled every five years. But 
despite its massive social and economic costs, road building 
continues to be the backbone of transport policies through¬ 
out the world. 

We can create a new high-density city with quality 
housing for all, excellent public transport, ample parks, and 
a network of pedestrian bicycle paths. A city safe from 
crime, with people meeting as equals in public spaces. A 
happy, child-friendly city rather than a car-friendly one. 

Enrique Penalosa 

Visiting Scholar, New York University 


PROVOCATEUR is an exploration of ideas related to cycling, walking, 
or the impact of car culture on how we live. It is intended to provoke 
indignation, reflection and just plain thought. Provocateur does not 
reflect the official position of TRANSPORTATION alternatives. 


WE'VE APPEASED NON-SMOKERS... 
NOW, LET'S APPEASE NON-DRIVERS!! 
DfWPE CITIES iMTD TWO SECTtONS: 
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Endorsement 

T.A.: “Hello, Transportation Alternatives, can I help you?” 

Caller: “Umm, yes, ah, h’mm, ah, who should I vote for? I mean, ahh, which 
candidate does T.A. support for Mayor?” 

T.A.: “We support the mayor who will do the most for cycling, walking, public 
transit and sensible transportation. The person who will make Central and 
Prospect Parks car-free and who will reclaim community streets from traffic and 
speeding. We would stand shoulder to shoulder with a mayor who will reclaim 
street space for pedestrians and public transit, and has the vision to understand 
how seemingly mundane things like NYC parking policies, moving freight, and 
Tig box’ shopping stores mold everyday life in the city.” 

Caller: “U mm. OK, great. That helps a lot. Now which candidate is that?” 

T.A.: “The announced candidates have said good things expressing strong support 
for improvements in transit service and oppos¬ 
ing token booth closures. All the candidates 
have taken aggressive positions in support of 
more pedestrian and traffic safety engineering 
and enforcement. There is also support for a 
roster of much needed transportation mega¬ 
projects including: the Second Avenue 
subway, LIE Connection, cross-harbor rail 
freight tunnel, a Gowanus Expressway tunnel, 
and westward extension of the number 7 train. 

Not surprisingly, none have said how they 
would pay for them, or talked about the neces¬ 
sity of tolling East River Bridges 
Caller: “Is there anyone else there I can talk to 
about this?” 

T.A.: “Hang on. Lets look at the candidates 
alphabetically.” 

Michael 'Mike' Bloomberg, media mogul and 
sole Republican, has a detailed position paper 
on transportation. It’s good work and includes installing a ‘Surface Subway’ (a 
high speed, express bus 

service) on First and Second Avenues, appointing a transportation czar, and a 
long list of pedestrian and street safety improvements. Bloomberg is also a big 
booster of the “Unclogging New York” plan which T.A. helped formulate. 
Bloomberg got lots of press for his admirable pledge to take public transit once 
a day. Unfortunately, he modified his pledge to include taxis. 

Caller: “I like the idea of a detailed transportation plan.” 

T.A.: “Yep, it would be good if all the candidates presented one.” 

Fernando Ferrer, The Bronx Borough President, is strongly in favor of car-free 
Central and Prospect Parks. He’s hugely supportive of The Bronx Safe Routes to 
School program (he co-sponsors it with T.A.), and traffic calming efforts in The 
Bronx. He is the only candidate to cycle in public, riding in Bike Week events 
five years in a row, and sponsoring and cycling in the annual Tour de Bronx bike 
tour. Also, his Bronx Greenway Plan is excellent. But, nobody is perfect. Ferrer 
talked about eliminating tolls entering NYC, and has a mixed record on “big 
box” stores. He also resisted a plan to replace the Sheridan Expressway with a 
park. Overall, he’s very strong on issues T.A. works on and has a sophisticated 
understanding of the role of transportation.” 

Caller: “I really like his work on Safe Routes to School.” 

T.A.: “So do we. It’s cutting edge.” 



(Continues on page 15) 
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CYCLING NEWS 


Something's Rotten 

East River Park Promenade Faces 2-Year Closure 

T he DOT may have booted Fourth of July celebrants off 
a mile-long stretch of the East Side promenade, but 
replacing the wood supports under the promenade will 


cost cyclists, skaters, joggers and pedestrians up to three 
years of use. 

Although the Parks Department earmarked $12 million last 
year to fix the south end of the promenade, work hadn’t 
begun when DOT divers found severely rotting pilings 
holding up the 63-year-old structure. Fearing a collapse, 
officials immediately closed the dangerous area, from Grand 
St. to the Williamsburg Bridge. The esplanade runs along 
the East River Park, from Grand St. to 12th St. The park 
remains open. 

This setback is the latest blow to the city’s efforts to 
build a multi-use path up the East Side, and ultimately 
around all of Manhattan’s waterfront. Bigger problems 

include the refusal of the United Nations to allow the path 
on the riverside of its property and questions about other 
waterfront developments in Midtown. Additionally, 

the absence of a mega-project into which the path can be 

incorporated — like the 
construction of Route 9A 
on the Hudson for instance 
— makes funding and 
planning the path much 
more difficult. 

St. need $50 million in repairs. 


(left) Cyclists and pedestrians will 
miss this beautiful path if the likely 
2-year closure takes place. Decayed 
wooden piers beneath the East River 
esplanade between Grand and 12th 



SI Bike Lane Blasted 
in Half by Businesses 

B arely open two months and the bicycle lane on Staten 
Island’s Richmond Terrace is being blamed for a busi¬ 
ness slowdown in the area. Owners of bars, restaurants 
and a film industry lighting supply house have successfully 
lobbied the DOT to shorten the bike lane from two to one 
miles, by showing it is strangling parking, and their busi¬ 
nesses. The bike lane is taking the brunt of the criticism for 
on-street parking cuts and sign changes that upgraded many 
of ‘No Parking’ areas along the road to stricter ‘No Stand¬ 
ing’ zones. But the parking cuts were also enacted to 
improve the traffic flow to and from the new minor league 
baseball stadium. The bike lane was intended to connect the 
ferry terminal south to the Snug Harbor Cultural Center, a 
distance of about 2 miles. Due to the complaints, the lane 
will remain in place on each side of Richmond Terrace for 
about a mile between the ferry terminal and Jersey St. A 
bikeway (recommended route) with on-street car parking 
will continue intermittently for the other mile. Removing 
one mile of the bike lane is a set back for cycling on Staten 
Island. The DOT did show great determination in advocat¬ 
ing for the lane for over five years and through numerous 
bureaucratic and political hurdles. 

Also the DOT still intends to move forward with a 
forthcoming lane on Bay St. that will fill the gap between 
Richmond Terrace and the existing bike lane on School 
Road. Thanks to the DOT Commissioner, Iris Weinshall for 
continuing to move forward with bicycle improvements on 
Staten Island. 



One mile of new lane, plus another 
of shared parking/bikeway opened 
this June on Richmond Terrace 
south of St. George ferry terminal. 
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CYCLING NEWS 


You Can Take Manhattan 



I t was a day cyclists and pedestri¬ 
ans will tell their grandchildren 
about: the first time in nearly two 
generations that they could pick 
any east river bridge to cross between 
Manhattan and Brooklyn or Queens. 
The opening of the Manhattan Bridge 
path at 7 a.m. on June 25, 2001 
marked the first time in 40 years that 
cyclists and pedestrians could use all 
East River bridges as they were origi¬ 
nally intended - to carry both motor¬ 
ized and non-motorized traffic 
between Manhattan and Brooklyn or 
Queens. T.A. commends DOT for 
sticking to their (extended) deadline 
and opening this welcome addition to 
the bicycle network. 

As cyclists and pedestrians increas¬ 
ingly turn to the Manhattan Bridge as 
an important and efficient link 
between downtown Brooklyn and 
lower Manhattan (leaving the romance 
of the Brooklyn Bridge path to the 
kissing lovers and photographing 
tourists), several safety issues need 
attention in order to bring the Man¬ 
hattan path up to par. 

1. Reduce the Stairs 

Right now bicyclists and pedestrians 
must climb 23 stairs on the Brooklyn 
end of the path. In three years, after 
contractors finish rehabilitating the 
bridge, DOT promises a return to fully 
ramped access. Providing ramped 
access now would place path users in 
the middle of the contactor’s staging 
area (for trucks and heavy machinery). 
Therefore T.A. proposes that the DOT 



Twenty three stairs is 
too many to climb for 
most path users. 


extend the existing path a few more 
feet to a shorter set of stairs just south 
of the current path exit on Jay St. That 
staircase has only 5 steps, and would 
be much more manageable for cyclists, 
parents with strollers, and people that 
have trouble climbing stairs. Fewer 
stairs would mean more people using 
the bridge making it safer for every¬ 
one. 

2. Improve the approaches 

Street access on both ends of the path 
must be re-designed to accommodate 
cyclists and pedestrians. On the Man¬ 
hattan side the madness of the Bowery 
and Canal intersection demands a 
crosswalk and ‘walk’ signal for pedes¬ 
trians to use getting on and off the 
bridge. Forty years of motorists-only 
traffic on the Brooklyn side makes the 
approach dangerous for pedestrians 
and cyclists. The intersection of Jay St. 
and Sands St. has no crosswalk or 
‘walk’ signals and needs both. Addi¬ 
tionally, without a signal where cars 
and trucks exit the bridge onto Jay 
Street, accidents are bound to happen. 
Without improvements, there are no 


truly safe ways to reach the bridge 
from Jay St. 

3. On the Path 

There are no emergency call boxes on 
the new path. The absence of phones is 
a major security problem. Users must 
be able to contact help in case of an 
emergency on the bridge. Unlike the 
Brooklyn Bridge where there are 
throngs of users, the Manhattan path 
can be a bit lonely — all the more rea¬ 
son for security measures including 
emergency phones, good lighting and 
frequent police patrols. 

Write to Iris Weinshall at NYC DOT 
and commend her on the opening of 
the Manhattan bridge path, but let her 
know that access to the path must be 
improved. 

Write to: 

Iris Weinshall 

Commissioner 

NYC Department of Transportation 

40 Worth St. 

New York, NY 10013 
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CYCLING NEWS 


Serious Safety 
Flaws Mar 
Hudson Path 


Breaking 

Rs w. went to pres., many of the 



A s expected, the Manhattan 
portion of the car-free, 
Hudson River Greenway 
multi-use path is already 
hugely popular with cyclists, skaters 
and pedestrians, all of whom enjoy the 
spectacular river and skyline views. 
The long awaited path will be com¬ 
pleted in September but has been 
heavily used since April, ranking it 
one of the ten busiest and most strate¬ 
gic paths for everyday cyclists in the 
United States. 

Unfortunately, despite enormous 
potential, the state built serious safety 
flaws into the section of the path 
between Battery Park and 59th Street 
putting cyclists at risk of being killed 
or maimed by cars that turn across the 
path at high speed. Additionally, 
because the path lacks clear markers, 
bollards and signage, some cars unlaw¬ 
fully make the Greenway their free¬ 
way, driving down the path and park¬ 
ing across it. One observer recently 
saw a car illegally driving down the 
path almost collide with another car 
turning at high speed across it. 

Cars First Design 

The root of the paths safety problem is 
that the intersections across it are 
clearly designed to maximize the num¬ 
ber of turning motor vehicles rather 
than ensure the safety of vulnerable 
human powered users. Where the path 



crosses entrances and exits, such as in 
front of the Intrepid Sea-Air-Space 
Museum at 46th St., it dips sharply so 
it is flush with street level. This 
allows motorists to cross without 
being slowed by a hump or trough. 
In contrast, non-motorized users are 
slowed by the paths sharp dip, which 
is emphasized with brick pavers. 
Slowing path users at intersections 
would be okay if motorists were also 
compelled to slow when crossing the 
path. However, they are not — indeed 
they are encouraged to turn quickly 
by the design. 

The State DOT set itself a good 
example south of Vesey Street at the 
World Financial Center where it kept 
the path above street level at intersec¬ 
tions. From the motorist’s perspective 
the path becomes a speed hump. Dri¬ 
vers are forced to slow when crossing 
it. The State DOT must move very 
quickly to install this safety improve¬ 
ment further uptown or vulnerable 
path users will be killed and injured. 

The Route 9A portion of the Hud¬ 
son River Greenway is the product of 
intense negotiation that took place 
between community and civic groups 
(including T.A.) and the State DOT 
in the early 1990’s. T.A. and our com¬ 
munity allies viewed it as one of the 


redeeming features of the enormous 
Route 9A project, whose extra lanes 
help pour more motor vehicles than 
ever before into lower Manhattan. 
During the subsequent, heated debate 
over potential commercial use of 
Hudson River Park, T.A. feared that 
placing many attractions on the water¬ 
front would draw heavy motor vehicle 
traffic, interrupting travel on path and 
jeopardizing the safety of its users. 
The existing car-friendly design of the 
Hudson River Greenway path and 
its intersections with Route 9A sug¬ 
gest that our fears may have been well 
founded. We urge the State DOT to 
prove us wrong by putting the safety 
of pedestrians, cyclists and skaters 
before the movement of motor 
vehicles. 

Safety Recommendations for 
Hudson River Greenway: 

The Battery to 59th Street 

The Next Two Weeks 

• Remove stop signs from path and 
replace with “bowling pin” array of 
safety cones or plastic bollards at 
approaches to street intersections. 
Agency: State DOT 

• Narrow the space available for vehi- 
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CYCLING NEWS 


cles turning from Route 9A across 
the path by using large plastic bol¬ 
lards to slow vehicles. Accompany 
this with large “Yield to Cyclists and 
Pedestrians” signs (use symbols.) 
Agency: State DOT. 

• Mark the path with five times as 
many cycling and pedestrian mark¬ 
ing symbols. Agency: State DOT 

• Retime traffic lights to give pedestri¬ 
ans and cyclists a three second head 
start (Leading Pedestrian Interval or 
LPI) when they cross Route 9A to 
and from the greenway path. Agency: 
State and City DOTs. 

• Retime traffic lights on 9A to reduce 
speeding. The posted speed limit is 
35, T.A. has found that most cars 
exceed 50 mph during most of the 
day. Route 9A is supposed to be an 
“urban boulevard,” not a highway. 
Agency: State and City DOTs. 

• Replace “Walk / Don’t Walk” with 
international pedestrian crossing 
symbols on all Route 9A signal 
heads. Agency: State DOT. 

• Clearly sign and mark the separation 
where pedestrians and cyclists share 
the path. Path users are confused 
about where to walk. Agency: State DOT. 

• Station a bike cop from the NYPD 
Traffic Control Division on the path 
between 30th and 50th street from 
7am-10am and 3pm to 9pm to tick¬ 
et dangerous motorists. Agency: NYPD. 

The Next Six Months 

• Raise the path - like it is 
south of Vesey Street — at 
all crossings from Route 
9A to significantly slow 
turning vehicles. Agency: 

State DOT. 

• Narrow and redesign the 
crossings from 9A to 
slow turning motor vehi¬ 
cles. Agency: State DOT. 

• Install traffic signals with 
red blinking turn arrows 
for vehicles turning 
across the path. Agency: 

State DOT. 

• Eliminate conventional 
traffic signals on path. 

They are ignored by path 
users and cause motorists to assume 
right of way. Agency: State DOT. 

• Eliminate one of the vehicular cross- 
ings. Agency: State DOT. 


Meanwhile Uptown on the Path 

Cyclists, please slowdown and yield to 
pedestrians, slower cyclists and skaters 
on the Riverside Park Promenade — 
especially between 68th and 83rd 
street. There have been a number of 
very serious collisions between pedes¬ 
trians and fast cyclists. 

Now the latest news for uptown 
path users: 

1. Cyclists now have an unrestricted 
passage through Riverbank State 
Park, 135th to 145th Streets. 

Pedestrians are banned from this 
temporary access way. The perma¬ 
nent segment of the Hudson River 
Greenway is expected to be com¬ 
pleted sometime this year adjacent 
to railroad tracks east of Riverbank. 

2. The gap and detour between 83rd 
and 91st will remain until a path 
cantilevered over the river is con¬ 
structed sometime in 2004. T.A. 
and friends have petitioned the gov¬ 
ernor and mayor to widen the 
planned path from 14 feet to 20 
feet at this critical link. Unfortu¬ 
nately, given the environmental 
permitting process and construction 
time, T.A. is unable to hasten com¬ 
pletion of this much needed section. 
In the interim, use the detour 
through Riverside Park at 83rd St. 
and descend back onto the water 
side path at 91st street or continue 
to 96th and use Riverside Drive. 


Stop signs like these erected by the 
Hudson River Park Authority on 
the greenway path are well inten- 
tioned but counterproductive and 
actually dangerous.The signs con¬ 
tradict traffic signals above them 
and are so plentiful they create a 
nuisance which is rightly ignored by 
passing cyclists and path users. 



HUDSON RIVER PATH 
MAIN ACCESS POINTS 

When construction is completed there will 
be an access point every two blocks south 
of 60th St. This list may not be complete. 
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CYCLING NEWS 


Finally, Phones 

After a long struggle to meet basic security standards on the 
Williamsburg Bridges bicycle pedestrian path, the NYPD 
has installed three solar powered emergency call boxes. As of 
June, there are phones on both the Brooklyn and Manhattan 
sides, and one in the middle of the path span. A test call 
showed the phones are in working order. 

Three years ago a surge in muggings on the bridge pro¬ 
pelled T.A, our members, and elected officials like Senator 
Martin Connor and Council member Margarita Lopez to call 
the NYPD to ask for the phones and more patrols. Phones, 
good lighting, and frequent police patrols similar to those 
on the Brooklyn Bridge are also needed on the long span of 
the newly opened Manhattan Bridge path. Emergency 
phones are a necessary security feature of all bridge paths. 

Write to the NYPD and thank them for installing emer¬ 
gency call boxes on the Williamsburg Bridge, and ask them 
to do the same for the Manhattan Bridge before a surge of 
muggings occurs there. 


Write to: 

Ari N. Wax 
Deputy Commissioner 
Technological Development 
New York Police Department 

Office of Technology and System Development Rm. 900E 

1 Police Plaza 

New York, NY 10038 


Skid Free 


After a typical light, summer shower, you’re back riding on 
the streets that are constantly under construction. Crossing 
one of the ubiquitous steel construction plates, suddenly a 
car swerves your way. You brake hard, your tires slide on the 
slick steel and bang you’re down. Why? Because in June 
1998, NYC DOT eliminated the regulation that required 
steel plates covering street excavations to be skid resistant. 

Three years of T.A.’s persistent correspondence and 



Check out the steel jJfSle of the 
future.The gritty surface should 
make cycling on NYC’s continual¬ 
ly re-constructed streets less 
frightening. 



One of three new emergency 
call boxes on the Williamsburg 
Bridge. 


phone calls have finally reversed this change. As of June 6, 
2001 city rules state “all plating and decking shall have a 
skid resistant surface equal to or greater than the adjacent 
existing street or roadway surface.” This means better trac¬ 
tion and fewer injuries for cyclists riding over the countless 
steel plates on the city streets. DOT hired 18 new inspectors 
to help enforce the new rule and do something about the 
bombed out condition of city streets. 

Some contractors applying to DOT for work permits are 
taking this change seriously. Unfortunately, many are not — 
it is easy to find many super slick plates littering the streets. 
You can help banish the bad plates. Phone CALL-DOT 
(225-5368) and report the location of the plate and the con¬ 
tractor will be issued a violation. Write to DOT Commis¬ 
sioner Iris Weinshall and thank her for the skid resistant 
plate regulation. Urge her to go one step further and require 
contractors to leave streets cuts unfilled (to a maximum of 
one-inch deep) for a no more than twenty-four hours. 

Write to: 

Iris Weinshall 

Commissioner 

NYC Department of Transportation 

40 Worth St. 

New York, NY 10013 
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RECLAIMING THE STREETS 


Worth the Wait 

Big Manhattan Pedestrian Projects at Times and Mulry Squares Near Completion After 6 Years 


T hanks to the Departments of Transportation and City 
Planning, two of the city’s most confusing and chal¬ 
lenging intersections for pedestrians are being 
redesigned with wider sidewalks, new parking regulations, 
and more rational traffic flows. In both Times and Mulry 
squares, efforts involve straightening out the snarl that 
occurs where an avenue crosses the street grid at an angle. 
The city has targeted the “Squares” because they are confus¬ 
ing for everyone passing through and cause large numbers of 
pedestrian and bicycle crashes. 

After six years of dogged community and governmental 
outreach and coordination, the two city agencies are provid¬ 
ing beleaguered pedestrians with a little more breathing 
room. At Times Square, an average of 150,000 pedestrians a 
day travel through the long intersection where Broadway 
crosses Seventh Ave. between 47th St. and 42nd St. This 
area now has temporary curbs, asphalt fill, and flower 
planters which widen sidewalks. Some of the widenings 
extend as much as eighteen feet in the existing roadway. As 
encouraging as the Times Square improvements are, they are 
watered down versions of a Department of City Planning 
design that included much wider sidewalks and sidewalk 
extensions (neckdowns) at corners. The rest of the sidewalk 
widening will be constructed with permanent materials and 
drainage (and T.A. hopes an even more pedestrian friendly 
design) sometime in the next five years. 

Finally, New York City pedestrians can see the improve¬ 
ments in Mulry Square. Six years ago, the Project for Public 
Spaces (PPS) saw a chance to use a water main project to 
transform the chaos at the intersection of Greenwich Ave., 
7th Ave. and 11th St., into a more rational intersection. PPS 
built popular consensus at public meetings and championed 
pushing out the sidewalks and filling in painted traffic 
islands. Like in Times Square, the result is a big improve¬ 
ment. Unfortunately, some corners, like the northwest 
corner of 11th St. and Greenwich Ave. remain rounded 
thereby accommodating quick turns by cars and trucks. 
Also some key curb extensions are missing. All this said, 
T.A. welcomes the city’s interest in making Times and 
Mulry squares better places for pedestrians and bicyclists. 




Lincoln and Union Around 
the Corner? 


DOT appears ready to fast track pedestrian 
improvements at Lincoln Square (Broadway and 
66th St.). Also, discussions are underway 
between T.A., civic groups, business owners and 
DOT to make Union Square West a ‘quiet’ or 
‘calm’ street using a variety of traffic calming 
techniques. Stay tuned for more on these devel¬ 
opments and on 8th St. sidewalk widening. 




(above) The width of the existing 
sidewalk (light color) combined with 
the newly laid asphalt (dark color) 
makes for wider sidewalks in Times 
Square. 


(below) New bollards and curb 
extensions in Mulry Square gives 
cyclists and pedestrians a little 
more breathing room. 
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RECLAIMING THE STREETS 


Sober Driver Convicted 
of Murder for the First 
Time in NY State History 


A Brooklyn driver was convicted of second-degree mur¬ 
der for ramming his car into another at 100 mph on 
the Belt Parkway on January 16, 2001, killing two 
people in a fiery collision. Jon Paul Lazartes, 21 faces up to 
25 years to life in prison for “depraved indifference” to 
human life. The NY Daily News, quotes Assistant District 
Attorney Maureen McCormick as saying “Jurors said they 
couldn’t avoid the feeling that any of them could have been 
on the road that night, struck by Lazartes’ “4,500-pound tor¬ 
pedo,” The case could be very important to bicyclists and 
pedestrians who have previously been unprotected by criminal 
laws. 

In the last decade, more than 3,000 NYC cyclists and 
pedestrians have been killed by sober motorists. Not one of 
those motorists was convicted of a crime or served jail time. 
T.A. will push the district attorneys to use this case as 
precedent for the aggressive prosecution of motorists who 
kill and injure bicyclists and pedestrians. 

Write to the Brooklyn District Attorney Charles Hynes 
and urge him to keep bringing killer drivers to justice. 

Write to: 

Kings County District Attorney 
Charles Hynes 
350 Jay St. 

Brooklyn, NY 11201 


NY State Bans Driving 
with Handheld Cell 
Phones 



S tarting Dec. 1, 2001 motorists using handheld cell 
phones will face $100 fines. Through February 2002, 
those fines can be dismissed if violators are able to 
prove they have bought a hands-free phone, which will still 
be legal. Phoning and driving 
increases the risk of crash¬ 
ing to the same level as 
driving drunk. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the same public 
health specialists who 
revealed this information 
also report that the 
increased danger of crash¬ 
ing remains the same 
whether a handheld or 

hands-free phone is used. ' V v 



www.transalt.orq 



• Join or renew your membership online— 
it’s the best for T.A. and saves you time. 

• Learn about our advocacy campaigns. 

• Sign-up for the T.A. e-bulletin. 
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T. A . IN ALBANY 


"Fat Trucks", Speed and 
Red Light Cameras 


Speed Camera Legislation Gets Editorial Nod 

In July, T.A.’s fight for a state law allowing NYC to use 20 
cameras to monitor speeding drivers got a big boost when 
both Newsday and the Daily News fired off heated sup¬ 
porting editorials. The speed camera bill, number 7355-A, 
is stalled in the Assembly Transportation Committee, the 
victim of State Assemblyman David F. Gantt, who fears for 
the privacy of speeding motorists. T.A. has documented 
that NYC’s “grid-locked” streets are actually traveled on by 
many high velocity motorists driving far over the speed 
limit. Speeding is the number one contributing cause of 
cycling and pedestrian fatalities and injuries. Speed cameras 
are backed by the mayor, police, DOT and City Council, 
and thanks to Senator Frank Padavan, passed the State Sen¬ 
ate. Hopefully, the editorials will give Assem¬ 
bly Sponsor Deborah Glick the persuasive 
oomph she needs to pass this bill into law. 

Red Light Camera Expansion Plan 
Stuffed in Senate 

This statistic is staggering: 1.23 million 
motorists run red lights in New York every 
workday. According to a report by Comptroller 
(and mayoral candidate) Alan Hevesi, the worst 
intersection for red light running in Manhattan 
is 79th St. and Madison Ave., and the five 
worst intersections in Brooklyn are close to 
schools. So who is running all those red lights? 

Not taxis. They account for only 2% of the vio¬ 
lations (14% in Manhattan). The vast majority 
of violators are passenger vehicles, and they 
overwhelmingly have in-state license plates 
(98%). According to Hevesi, other cities are 
taking red light runners head on. For NYC to 
equal the same coverage as Washington D.C., it 
would need 338 red light cameras. To equal 
San Diego 251. In the most pedestrian-dependent city in 
the country, red light running is especially dangerous. 

These statistics make a strong case for adding many 
more red light cameras in NYC. Red light cameras have 
been shown to reduce crashes by 40%. The city currently 
has 35 cameras, and had intended to install 100 more. 
However, in an odd role reversal, the State Senate rejected 
the mayor’s request to make the DOT’s red light cameras 
permanent, and to increase their number to 100. NYC cur¬ 
rently has 35 cameras, and at the legislature’s request, the 
city reduced its request from 100 to 50 new cameras (Bill A 
05829). T.A. strongly supports the city’s original goal of 
100 new red light cameras, and finds it odd that the Senate 


passed speed camera legislation while rejecting the red light 
camera expansion. 

T.A. Crushes Fat Trucks 

Along with fighting for laws we want to see put into 
action, T.A. spends time fighting destructive legislation. A 
bill stealthily promoted by the construction and trucking 
industry (A. 9230, S. 5561) would have allowed heavier 
trucks into the city, and sharply reduced fines for existing 
overweight trucks. T.A. was tipped off by the Mayor’s 
Office about the impending new bill, and quickly organized 
opposition from the Tri-State Transportation Campaign, 
NYC Environmental Justice Alliance, and NRDC. 


No Right On Red 

Another dangerous bill is A006819, which would allow 
cars to make right turns at red lights on Staten Island. 
This bill is opposed by the mayor and DOT, and with good 
reason: if it passes (which looks probable), crossing a street 
will become even more dangerous for pedestrians. A huge 
body of evidence shows that most motorists do not stop 
before turning right at red lights. Also because they are 
focused on oncoming traffic, they do not look for cyclists and 
pedestrians. 



SUMMER 2001 


TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES 


11 


CRAIG BARNES 








PRESSURE POINTS 


Car-Free Prospect Park Pulls 
Prominent Promoters 


In May, five former commissioners of the Department of Transportation and 
a coalition of business, labor, civic and environmental groups (including T.A.) 
issued Unclogging New York: A Blueprint for Better City 
Transportation. One of the plans recommendations is “Estab¬ 
lish a car-free Prospect Park.” Since being published in 
May, the report has been endorsed by all of the major 
candidates for mayor. While creating a car-free Central 
Park was excised from the report because of opposition 
by the real estate industry, the recommendation for a car- 
free Prospect Park remained uncontroversial, and was 
described by a number of mayoral candidates as “obvious” 
and “sensible.” T.A. urges the next mayor to make the park 
car-free beginning in May 2002. 



Port Authority's congestion 
pricing is working 

Only two months into the country’s largest attempt at smart toll pricing, and the 
Port Authority’s river crossings are succeeding at diverting rush hour traffic to 
less busy times. Steep E-ZPass discounts offered to drivers using the Port’s Hud¬ 
son River crossings between midnight and 6 am has shifted motorists to cross 
during these less congested times. The Port Authority tallied 7 percent fewer 
motorists using its six crossings — the Goethals, Bayonne and George Washing¬ 
ton bridges, the Outerbridge Crossing and the Lincoln and Holland tunnels - 
during the congested 6 am to 9 am rush hours. It has also measured a correspon¬ 
ding 7 percent rise in early morning use, mostly coming in the hour before 6 am. 
For truckers the economic carrot is obvious. By crossing overnight they pay per 
axle costs of $3.50, compared to $6 at peak times, and $5 during afternoon and 
evening off-peak times. Cars pay $4 each during all off-peak hours, $1 less than 
during peak hours. All discounts require the use of E-ZPass electronic toll collec¬ 
tion. The biggest and most under publicized boon goes to carpoolers who pay $1 
tolls at all times. The Port Authority reports that registered carpools are up 21 
percent in the last 8 months. While these changes are good, rush hour commuters 
will continue to feel the pinch of hopeless backups until the Port Authority push¬ 
es for steeper rush-hour tolls and larger discounts. 

Web shines sunlight on 
Bronx highway study 

Kudos to the State DOT for creating a website dedicated to the improvement 
study of the Cross Bronx and Major Deegan expressways in the Bronx. It should 
be a matter of course that all major governmental projects - transportation and 
otherwise - would have accurate, timely posting on dedicated websites for pub¬ 
lic inspection and comment. Transparent government is responsive govern¬ 
ment. You’ll have to dig through a lot of car talk to find intermodal, bicycle 
and pedestrian issues on the site: http://www.dot.state.ny.us/reg/rll/bxmis/index.html 


SOME PROMINENT 
SUPPORTERS OF A 
CAR-FREE PROSPECT PARK 

Candidates for Mayor 

Michael Bloomburg 
Fernando Ferrer 
Mark Green 

Alan Hevesi (3-month trial period) 

Peter Vallone (3-month trial period) 

Candidates for Brooklyn 
Borough President 

Ken Fisher (3-month trial period) 

Jeanette Gad sen (3-month car-free 
trial period) 

Marty Markowitz (wants expanded 
traffic study, supports year round weekday 
car-free hours) 

Former Commissioners of 
Transportation 

Lucius Riccio 

NYC DOT Commissioner, Mayor Dinkins 
Elliot Sander 

NYC DOT Commissioner, Mayor Giuliani 
Ross Sandler 

NYC DOT Commissioner, Mayor Koch 

Constantine Sidamon-Eristoff 
NYC DOT Commissioner, Mayor Lindsay 

Sam Schwartz 

NYC DOT Deputy Commissioner, Mayor Koch 

Groups 

100 Black Men 

New York Building Congress 

American Institute of Architects 

New York City Environmental Justice 

Alliance 

Association for a Better New York 
New York City Transit Riders Council 
Alliance for Downtown New York 
New York League of Conservation Voters 
Council on Transportation Operating 
Engineers 

Environmental Defense Real Estate 
Board of New York 
General Contractors Association 
Regional Plan Association 
Laborers Tri-Fund 
NYPIRG Straphangers Campaign 
Metro Tech BID Transport Workers 
Union, Local 100 
Metro East, Inc 

Transportation Alternatives 

Natural Resources Defense Council 
Tri-State Transportation Campaign 
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TRANSIT 


"State of the Subways" Report Card 
Says Subways Improving 

Straphangers Campaign Says Fewer Breakdowns, Better Regularity and Cleaner Cars; But Crowding Intolerable and 
Announcements Worse 

T he Straphangers Campaign issued its fifth annual “State of the Subways” 
report, rating the Q as the best of 19 subway lines with a Line Rating of 
$1.25 and rating the C as the worst with a rating of 65 cents. “The subways 
are improving, with fewer breakdowns, more regular service, and cleaner cars,” 
said campaign staff attorney Gene Russianoff, noting that 14 of 19 subway lines 
received higher Line Ratings. “But you are still just as likely to be packed in like 
sardines and even more likely to be kept uninformed on the subways.” 

The report found crowding remained at “intolerable” levels. MTA officials 
admit that subway ridership has increased 29% between 1996 and 2001, and 
service only 11%. The lag is due to two factors: inhumane crowding standards set 
by transit officials and a lack of capacity, including a shortage of subway cars and 
an aged signal system. The report also found no improvement in the length of 
scheduled waits during rush hour. The average rush-hour “headway”—the sched¬ 
uled interval between trains—remained at more than six minutes. Russianoff 
noted that five former city transportation commissioners had recently called for 
moving to a city-wide standard of no more than a four-minute wait on any sub¬ 
way line. For the full report and more on how you can win better subway service: 
www. straphangers, org. 



The Future of the Second Ave. Subway 

The MTA has begun its supplemental environmental impact 
study (EIS) for the “full build” Second Ave. subway along 
two routes south of Houston St. One would use existing 
tunnels and connections under Christie St. to link to J, M & 
Z train routes in Lower Manhattan. The other would run in 
a new tunnel under Water St. The J, M & Z option would 
be cheaper to build since it utilizes existing infrastructure 
and could simply connect to Brooklyn along the M route. 
However, the Water St. alignment would provide new sta¬ 
tions in the Lower East Side and a connection to the B, D 
and Q trains. The MTA is hurrying to complete the supple¬ 
mental EIS and preliminary engineering by November 2003 
in order to get a viable plan into the next big federal trans¬ 
portation reauthorization, scheduled for that year. 

Some observers worry about that funding, concerned that 
the U.S. Congress won’t ante up, leaving the MTA rickety 
capital financing. If a full-length, underground subway 
proves too costly, a substitute light rail system on dedicated 
First Ave. and Second Ave. right-of-ways running across the 
Willis Ave. Bridge into the Bronx would still provide a 
huge increase in transit service and perhaps spur a light-rail 
renaissance in New York City. 

Chinatown Transit Freeze 

Chinatown officials remain furious at the MTA for its pro¬ 
posal to nearly eliminate service to the Grand St. station 
during the four-year Manhattan Bridge rehabilitation with¬ 


out providing sufficient alternatives. During the replace¬ 
ment of the B, D and Q rail beds on the bridge, the MTA 
plans to run a shuttle between Broadway-Lafayette and 
Grand St. The community has spent three months arguing 
for expanded M train service from Brooklyn and shuttle 
buses between Brooklyn’s DeKalb St. station and Grand St., 
but penny-pinching managers at the MTA remain deaf to 
their transit dilemma. 

Booths Bashed 

Transit Authority to close one in five token booths. 

The Transit Authority is set to close 129 token booths and 
eliminate 235 clerks by the end of the year. The agency 
claims the clerks are unnecessary because of MetroCard 
vending machines, and it is clearly seeking to save a few 
million dollars in its multi-billion dollar budget. 

The plain foolishness of this plan is obvious to anyone who 
has waited for a train in an isolated station or late at night. 
The cops agree. “This policy sends a message to criminals 
that we’re abandoning our stations,” said Latino Officers 
Association President Anthony Miranda. 

Beyond security, subway users with special needs like 
those using bicycles, strollers and wheelchairs will be espe¬ 
cially inconvenienced. Existing booth closings force cyclists 
to travel one or even several stations beyond their destina¬ 
tion - a major problem in bad weather and during mechani¬ 
cal failures. 
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NEW 


T.A. Joins Lawsuit to Enforce 
Transportation Law 

In June, Transportation Alternatives joined with the 
Tri-State Transportation Campaign and NJ civic groups in 
a lawsuit which cites the NJ Department of Transporta¬ 
tion’s failure to obey requirements of the NJ Transportation 
Trust Fund. This trust fund requires that the NJDOT fix 
half of the state’s structurally deficient roads and bridges 
and build 1,000 new lane-miles of bicycle paths in the next 
five years. The lawsuit says that NJDOT has ignored the 
law and that it has not put sufficient funds in its 2002 
budget to meet these goals. The lawsuit also challenges the 
diversion of $90 million from the Transportation Trust 
Fund to the General Fund by Acting Governor Donald 
DiFrancesco and Acting Treasurer Peter Lawrence. 

“The Governor and the DOT are violating the law,” said 
Janine Bauer, Executive Director of the Tri-State Transporta¬ 
tion Campaign. “Voters approved adding more money to the 
Trust Fund on the pledge that our roads and bridges would 
be fixed. There is enough money to fix half the bridges and 
build the bike lanes, but it is being spent elsewhere.” 



More Cars Vs. More Sprawl? 

NJ Governor Race Features Environmentally Destructive 
Transportation Policies 

New Jersey’s republican voters surprised the state by select¬ 
ing right-wing Jersey City Mayor Bret Schundler to face 
democrat James McGreevey in the November governor’s 
contest. In what is becoming a race to see who can tear out 
the tolls on the Garden State Parkway faster, neither candi¬ 
date offers a credible sustainable transportation agenda. 
While McGreevey, the mayor of sprawling Woodbridge, is 
felt by environmental advocates to be the superior candi¬ 
date, his transportation policies are a mixed bag. He wants 
to restore the $90 million sales and gas tax funds siphoned 
away from the Transportation Trust Fund, but he would use 
some of that money for new highways and more lanes on 
existing roads. In a better proposal, he advocates establishing 


new passenger rail service on a Monmouth-Ocean-Middlesex 
line, the Lackawanna cut-off and a West Trenton route to 
Newark, all of which would reduce congestion and take driv¬ 
ers off the roads. 

Facing him is Schundler, cloaked in the tax-cutting, 
socially conservative language of his idol, Ronald Reagan. 
Although an advocate of city revitalization and land-use that 
reduces the need to drive, Schundler once said: “These people 
who want to take a position to not build any more road 
capacity are nuts. You should do what makes sense.” 

Neither gubernatorial candidate offers a coherent, inspir¬ 
ing and environmentally conscious approach to relieve the 
state’s over-burdened transportation infrastructure. And by 
eliminating the Parkway tolls, both would rely on an old 
model of subsidies for unsustainable transportation. 

The only good news in this race is that by not running 
for mayor of Jersey City again, Schundler’s plan to turn the 
Bergen Arches rail right-of-way into a highway from a new 
Secaucus Turnpike interchange through Tonnelle Circle to 
the Holland Tunnel and on to the Jersey City waterfront is 
dead. A new transit link is now more likely. 


LONG ISLAND 


Nassau Contenders Challenged 
to Boost Transit 

In June, the Tri-State Transportation Campaign and 14 other 
Long Island groups presented a five-point transit plan to 
candidates running for the Nassau county legislature and 
executive. The “Better Transit” plan calls on candidates to: 

• Restore county funding to L.I. Bus and add service to 
reduce crowding. 

• Press MTA to plan LIRR third track to increase rush hour 
service. 

• Ensure the Nassau Hub study emphasizes transit friendly 
land use and transportation strategies. 

• Offer county workers tax-free TransitCheck. 

• Encourage towns to promote transit oriented development 
and shuttle buses from neighborhoods to rail. 


MID-HUDSON 


Westchester Plays Hardball with 
Tappan Zee Bridge Plan 

Westchester County Executive Andrew Spano insisted that 
the NY Metropolitan Transportation Council delay the 
approval of the Thruway Authority’s “Tappan Zee Bridge 
Alternatives Analysis.” Both Spano and Rockland Executive 
Scott Vanderhoef said they would not support a new Tappan 
Zee Bridge crossing unless it included mass transit. Spano’s 
action reflects the concerns of environmentalists and local 
towns that the transit section of the analysis is an attempt by 
the Thruway Authority to deflect attention from its’ efforts 
to widen Interstate-287 on the bridge and its approaches. 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


(Continued from page 3) 

Mark Green, the Public Advocate, has worked with T.A. 
for more than a decade. As Consumer Affairs Commission¬ 
er, Green opened commercial parking garages to bicycles. 
Green forthrightly supports car-free Central and Prospect 
Parks and was an early champion of red light cameras. 
Green is the only candidate to hold a transportation round 
table with local experts and advocates. His recommenda¬ 
tions for improved transit service are excellent, and he 
clearly revels in the policy aspects of transportation, espe¬ 
cially mega-projects and rail freight. Green was the first 
candidate to embrace the “Unclogging New York” trans¬ 
portation blueprint (except for its tolling study). 

Calk “The expert roundtable is a cool idea.” 

T.A.: “It sure is.” 

Alan Hevesi, the Comptroller, just released a study show¬ 
ing NYC motorists run more than a million red lights a 
day. He makes the case for NYC to expand it red light cam¬ 
era program from 35 to 300 cameras. Hevesi took the lead 
in fighting the state’s proposed expansion of Route 122 at 
the Kensico Reservoir and fought the widening of the 
Long Island Expressway in Queens. He also issued a report 
detailing the city’s need for $92 billion in infrastructure 
improvements. Hevesi has a long time interest in rail 
freight and reducing truck use. 

Calf “A million red lights a day. Wow!” 


T.A.: Peter Vallone, City Council Speaker, has shown a 
strong interest in pedestrian safety. He is strongly support¬ 
ed red light and speed cameras and T.A.’s NYC Traffic 
Calming law. He also passed laws cracking down on 
scofflaw drivers. Vallone has led the fight to keep token 
booths open and supports the roster of mega-projects. Val¬ 
lone has pledged as mayor to increase city operating assis¬ 
tance to the MTA capital budget if elected. However, as 
Speaker, Vallone acquiesced to reductions in city transit aid, 
which helped weaken the city’s case for more state support. 
Also, during his tenure, the City Council Transportation 
Committee was largely ineffectual. 

Caller: “Now I know too much. Just tell me who to vote 
for.” 

T.A.: “I can’t. T.A. is non-partisan, we don’t endorse candidates.” 


Register to Vote 

Call 212-VOTE-NYC 

Be sure to vote in the Democratic primary September I I. 
The general election is November 6, 2001. 


Bronx Borough President Fernando Ferrer 
Transportation Alternatives 

PRESENT THE 6TH ANNUAL 



TOURdU^ 


Sunday, October 21, 2001 

Two Routes and Paces: 

Leisurely 25 or Brisk 40 

www.TourdeBronx.org 

718-590-BRONX 

No entry fees • Lunch & power snacks are on us • 
Police Safety Cell on 25 mile route • Tour de Bronx Festival • 
Jazz Concert at the main rest stop 


A Hero of 
the Movement 
Departs 

In July, Susan Boyle retired 
from her post as T.A.'s Bicycle 
Program Director. T.A. will miss 
her smile, spirit and deter¬ 
mined fight for the rights and 
dignity of city cyclists. During 
her six-year tenure, Sue 
served as T.A.'s first lobbyist 
on federal transportation legis¬ 
lation, original coordinator of 
The Bronx Safe Routes to 
School' program, and then as 
our popular cycling advocate. 
T.A. is honored to have had 
Sue championing our work for 
sensible transportation. 

Noah Budnickwill be coming 
aboard as T.A.'s new bicycle 
advocate. Noah is a city 
cyclist, bike mechanic, and 
sustainable transportation 
advocate. 
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Auto-Free A/MliRLD 


Car-Free Sundays in Italian City Centers 

Beginning last year and continuing on through this spring, 
fourteen Italian cities, including Rome, Florence, and 
Milan, banned cars from their city centers on the second 
Sunday of each month. This follows a successful trial that 
dramatically lowered pollution levels. Public transport will 
be made more frequent on Sundays to compensate. Cities 
joined the experiment on a voluntary basis but the national 
Government has provided financial incentives to those that 
join the scheme. Visit www.carfreeday.com for more infor¬ 
mation on this and other world wide car-free initiatives. 

-Auto-Free Times, Spring 2001 

Ticketing Pedestrians for Crowding...Sidewalks? 

The sidewalks are so cheek-to-jowl with shoppers 
that businesses on London’s Oxford Street want to fine 
pedestrians 10 pounds ($15) for dawdling. In the interest of 
commerce and British decorum, pedestrians on the mile- 
and-a-half-long street would be ticketed for walking too 
slow. “There are too many people and there is too little 
space,” says Rhona Harrison, a spokeswoman for Operation 
Tugboat, the campaign to segregate the sidewalks. More 
than 9 million tourists visit Oxford Street each year, and 
about 60,000 people work in the area. Local merchants note 
it’s so crowded that people move at 1 mph. Under Opera¬ 
tion Tugboat, the sidewalks would be divided into two lanes 
(one with a minimum speed of 3 mph) and patrolled by spe¬ 
cial marshals with speed cameras. Anyone caught in the fast 
lane while reading maps, using a mobile phone, or carrying 
bulky shopping bags would be liable to a fine. The propos¬ 
al, under consideration by Westminster City Council, has 
received enthusiastic support from local residents and work¬ 
ers who say that they experience “pavement rage” (i.e., 
angry shoving) at least once a day. [It is interesting to note 
that in all of the reports on Oxford Street pedestrian con¬ 
gestion, there is no mention or even consideration of the 
possibility of closing the street to automobile traffic, there¬ 
by widening the area available to walkers. Instead, there is 
only an urge to apply policies meant for automobiles onto 
humans (i.e., ticketing people). Maybe Operation Tugboat 
should rethink its focus. One resident touched upon the 
true problem, perhaps without even knowing it: “It’s like 
this all year round. People are rude, and you get forced out 
into the street in front of traffic.” —T.A.} 

-The Christian Science Monitor (Car Busters), December 2000 

Trains Safer Than Private Car 

The latest statistics from the EU (European Union) show 
that there were 43,400 road accident deaths in 1997 com¬ 
pared to 139 rail fatalities. Taking into account that road 
travelers far outnumber those on rails, the EU statistics 
showed traveling by private car was 15 times more danger¬ 
ous than train journeys. 

-Metro Magazine, May 2001 


Legislation for Car-Free Living in Santa Cruz, CA 

In an effort to increase the supply of housing and encourage 
car-free living, the City Council of Santa Cruz, CA asked its 
planning department in early 2000 to consider allowing 
homeowners to build an extra room provided the occupant 
does not require a parking space. Although some homeown¬ 
er associations have passed similar proposals that allow for 
car-free living, cities in the U.S. typically require homeown¬ 
ers to provide parking for each additional unit of housing. 
However, a city official told the Auto-Free Times in 2001 
that the proposal has gone nowhere for a year. In order to 
encourage the city to get back on this interesting approach, 
please visit www.ci.santa-cruz.ca.us/pl/'. 

-Auto-Free Times, Spring 2001 



Ireland Draws the Line on Store Size 

The Irish government has capped the size of superstores that 
sell food and general merchandise at 3,500 square meters 
(38,000 sq. ft.) in Dublin and 3,000 square meters (32,000 
sq. ft.) in the rest of the country. [In comparison, the aver¬ 
age size of a WalMart building taken from a list of 112 
buildings for sale around the U.S. (found on the WalMart 
Realty website) is 95,826 sq. ft. and half of those 112 are 
over 100,000 sq. ft. -T.A.} The policy in Ireland also 
requires that new retail stores be located in town centers if 
sites are available. Out-of-town retail developments are 
strongly discouraged. The policy’s purpose is to foster sus¬ 
tainable development, maintain competition, ensure that 
retail outlets are readily accessible by public transit, and 
protect the viability of town centers. “Where new develop¬ 
ments compromise (downtown vitality), they should be 
rejected,” the policy states. 

-Home Town Advantage Bulletin, January 2001 
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ON THE STREET 


Bike Lanes - Encouraging, Not Punishing 


A sure sign of warm weather in 
New York City is the increase 
in the number of cops on 
bicycles. Cops patrolling on 
bicycles, rather than in cars, are a posi¬ 
tive statement about bicycles in the 
city. Bicycle cops offer personal contact 
with communities, are more mobile 
than officers on foot or in cars, and 
help legitimize the bicycle as useful 
transportation. 

Unfortunately, each year around 
this time cops on bikes set up sting 
operations that specifically target 
cyclists riding on streets with bike 
lanes. These ticketing blitzes are 
annoying, and do nothing to encourage 
cycling. Bike lanes are great at encour¬ 
aging people to cycle, promoting 
cycling, and legitimizing the bicycle as 
a form of transportation. Punishing 
cyclists with tickets for riding outside 
of bike lanes nullifies the positive 
aspects of streets with bike lanes, and 
in fact discourages cycling. A better 
solution would be a public education 
campaign that would tackle bad cyclist 
behavior in addition to larger problems 
like parking in bike lanes, speeding, 
and aggressive driving — all of which 
are rampant on New York City streets. 

Wrongly Accused Cyclists 

T.A. receives phone calls all the time 
from angry people who have been tick¬ 
eted for riding outside the bike lane. 
New York City law states that one 
must use the bike lane if it exists, but 
the law specifically states exceptions to 
this rule (see box). The two exceptions 
are when one is preparing for a turn at 
an intersection, and the other is for 
when it is reasonably necessary to 
avoid conditions that make it unsafe to 
use the bike lane. In every case report¬ 
ed to T.A., one or both of these things 
was happening and the cyclists were 
behaving legally. It is interesting how 
far apart the daily experience of bike 
cops seems to be from the everyday 
cyclists. The police must be aware of 
the double-parked cars and pedestrians 
that are frequently blocking New York 
City bike lanes making them unsafe to 
use. If a cyclist is acting dangerously 
and maliciously breaking laws, they 
deserve tickets. Cycling legally and 


safely, in or out of bike lanes should be 
encouraged, not punished. Below is a 
list of locations where people have been 
wrongly ticketed for riding outside the 
bike lane: 

• 6th Ave. and 42nd St. 

•5th Ave. and 19th St. 

• Broadway in the 20s, 30s, and 50s 

Positive Outreach 

T.A.’s Give Respect/Get Respect 
events are a good example of outreach 
to all road users (i.e. sidewalk riding, 
parking in bike lanes, standing in bike 
lanes). At Give Respect/Get Respect 
events T.A. works with the police and 
hands out tri-lingual flyers asking 
cyclists to ride in the direction of traf¬ 
fic and walk their bikes on sidewalks. 
At the same time mock summonses are 
handed out to drivers illegally parked 
in bike lanes. This kind of encourage¬ 
ment is well received and people gen¬ 
erally want to hear what is being said. 
The cooperation between T.A. and the 
police shows that both sides - enforce¬ 
ment and encouragement — are con¬ 
cerned about, and want to help 
improve the conditions on the streets. 
In Toronto, cooperation between the 
City of Toronto Cycling Committee 
and the Toronto Police has worked rea¬ 
sonably well with the two groups 
working together to develop positive 
solutions to common problems 
(although Toronto Police are not with¬ 
out their own poor enforcement tac¬ 
tics). Simple things like publishing a 


A Bit About Bike Lanes 

Generally speaking, bike lanes are 
best to ride in when cycling at a 
slow pace. They offer slower 
cyclists encouragement as well as 
added safety and comfort. For 
faster cyclists, bike lanes can be 
problematic. It is often safer for 
fast cyclists to move out of the 
bike lane into a lane with faster 
traffic.This makes for better traffic 
flow and is safer for everyone. Bike 
lanes can be thought of like the 
slow lane on highways - useful 
sometimes, but not others. Because 
of this many experienced and 
courteous cyclists choose to ride 
outside of the bike lane and exer¬ 
cise their right to occupy an entire 
lane traffic, a right that is not 
respected in New York City. 


tips for good cycling and driving 
brochure, working with local cycling 
groups or messenger companies, and 
generally being more positive about 
cycling would go a long way to 
achieving safer streets. New York City 
Police Department could do more for 
road safety by encouraging cycling, 
and deliver a positive and preventative 
education and enforcement campaign. 


Craig Barnes is a Cycling Ambassador, CAN- 
BIKE instructor, and bike messenger from Toronto, 
Canada. 


New York City Laws 

Bicycle riders to use bicycle lanes. Wherever a usable path or lane for bicycles has been provided, 
bicycle riders shall use path or lane only except under any of the following situations: 

•When preparing for a turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway. 

•When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions (including but not limited to, fixed or moving objects, 
motor vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, pushcarts, animals, surface hazards) that make it unsafe to contin¬ 
ue within such bicycle path or lane. 

Driving on or across bicycle lanes prohibited. No person shall drive a vehicle on or across a desig¬ 
nated bicycle lane, except when it is reasonable and necessary: 

• to enter or leave a driveway; or 

• to enter or leave a legal curbside parking space; or 

• to cross an intersection; or 

• to make a turn within an intersection; or 

• to comply with the direction of any law enforcement officer or other person 
authorized to enforce this rule; or 

• to avoid an obstacle which leaves fewer than ten feet available for the free movement of vehicular traf¬ 
fic. Notwithstanding any other rule, no person shall drive a vehicle on or across a designated bicycle 
lane in such manner as to interfere with the safety and passage of persons operating bicycles thereon. 
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NYC BIKE WEEK 


MYC 



May i4“ 20 


A few of NYC’s fastest bicycle messen¬ 
gers competing at ‘Rolling On The 
Spot’ in Brooklyn. Racers sprinted for 
500 metres on rollers hooked up to 
the distance clock in the background. 
Jon Orcutt and Amy Gibbs came away 
with top prizes from Kryptonite. 



T ransportation Alternatives 
organizes NYC Bike Week 
each spring to encourage 
more people to ride bicycles. 
It is a great opportunity for T.A. to 
combine efforts with city agencies and 
community groups to give cycling a 
boost. This encouragement reminds 
people to pull their bikes out of winter 
storage and start riding again. Each 
year, the number of bicyclists on the 
streets sharply increases at the onset of 
NYC Bike Week, and continues to 
increase through the spring and sum¬ 
mer months. T.A. is proud to present 
such a fun and rewarding event. 

This year was extra special as NYC 
Bike Week had over 30 events that not 
only expressed how the bicycle is a 
great means of transportation and 
recreation, but also highlighted it as a 
cultural catalyst. Events like Taliah 
Lempert’s bicycle paintings display, 
indoor bicycle messenger racing, 
Queens Deputy BP Peter Magnani’s 
ride to the Queensborough Bridge 
breakfast, and a five-day film festival at 
the Anthology Film Archives, brought 
forth the breadth and beauty of bicy¬ 
cling. The ever-popular free Bike 


Week breakfasts were again sponsored 
by each of the Borough Presidents and 
were bolstered by efforts of the Depart¬ 
ment from Transportation’s Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Division. The DOT con¬ 
tributed bells and reflective material, 
and excited DOT staff distributed 
them to thousands of NYC cyclists. 
DOT’s contribution made these break¬ 
fasts even better than they have been in 
the past. 

In cities throughout North Ameri¬ 
ca, including Chicago, Portland, and 
Toronto, the local DOT works hard on 
Bike Week — often hiring full-time 
bicycle promotion staff to organize it. 
In Chicago, the city fully funds over 
80 bicycle-related events spread over 
30 days. Toronto similarly packs a 
two-week schedule with 50 Bike Week 
events. In these cities, the bicycle is 
promoted as the best way to move 
around. More support from the New 
York City government for Bike Week, 
and cycling in general, would go far in 
promoting cycling as a legitimate 
mode of transportation in NYC. T.A. 
hopes that the DOT will continue (and 
expand) the kind of support it gave to 
NYC Bike Week 2001. 


Special Thanks: NYC DOT, BRONX BP FERNANDO FERRER, BROOKLYN BP HOWARD GOLDEN, 
MANHATTAN BP C. VIRGINIA FIELDS, QUEENS BP CLAIRE SHULMAN, STATEN ISLAND BP GUY 
MOLINARI, NYPD, Ben and Jerry's, Specialized Bicycles, Kryptonite, Krispy Kreme, Fresh Saman¬ 
tha, Pick-A-Bagel, Boulder Bar, Bike Shops, Glen Goldstein, Taliah Lempert, Gary Lingard, Five Bor¬ 
ough Bike Club, Sierra Club, Recycle-A-Bicycle, Time's Up!, Bike Works, NYC bicycle messengers, 
Rock Star Bar, New York Cycle Club, Persis Luke, Trees New York, Anthology Film Archives, Brendt 
Barbur and his crew, Weekday Cyclists, Bicycle Habitat, Battery Parks City Parks Conservancy, 
Cherry Tree Association, T.A. volunteers (we couldn't do it without you!), and NYC cyclists. 
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JOHN LINDSAY 


NYC BIKE WEEK 


Photography by GREGORY CROSS 


On May l6th,T.A. and DOT held a grand 
opening ceremony for the now open 
Manhattan Bridge bike and pedestrian path . 
DOT commissioner Iris Weinshall (front left) 
rode with T.A.’s Craig Barnes and 40 other 
cyclists and pedestrians. 




Manhattan Borough President C.Virginia 
Fields (holding helmet) and a group 
of appreciative cyclists enjoying free 
breakfast and fun times at the foot of the 
Brooklyn bridge. 


Another happy cyclist rolls through the 
‘Guaranteed Bike Lane’ on Lafayette Ave. 
For 3 hours T.A. and the NYPD used traffic 
cones to emphasize that bike lanes are for 
bikes, not cars, and guaranteed that the bike 
lane was clear and safe to use. 
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CRAIG BARNES 


COMMUTER PROFILE 


Anita Prinz 

Name: Anita Prinz 
Neighborhood Upper East Side 
Occupation: Registered Nurse for the 
Mt. Sinai Home Health Care Agency 
Bike: Purple Huffy mountain bike 
wrapped with tire tubes and surgical 
tape. It has front shocks, which I real¬ 
ly like. 

T.A. member since: 1999 



When you contacted T.A. you called 
yourself the "cycling nurse". Tell us 
about that? 

My job requires me to visit patients 
in their homes and I ride my bicycle 
to get from patient to patient. I visit 


4-6 patients a day and usually work 
on the Upper East Side between 57th 
and 94th, but I do travel to other 
areas as needed. I am a bike messen¬ 
ger of healthcare! 

Sounds like fun. 

It really is. I love riding and have 
been doing this for three years. It is 
fast, much faster than the bus, and 
also healthy. If one of my 
patients needs me I can go 
directly to them without 
relying on others. My 
patients are very amused and 
really impressed. It adds joy 
to their day. The number 
one question they ask is 
“where do I park my bike?” 

I usually use a street pole of 
some kind. There is not 
much bicycle parking 
(CityRacks) on the Upper 
East Side. 

I use a Kryptonite NYC u- 
lock and ride a cheap bike! 

Why did you start riding at work? 

It is an easy method of transportation 
and gives me a sense of freedom and 


empowerment. It is healthy, doesn’t 
pollute and sometimes you feel like 
you are flying. I am a very healthy 
nurse setting a good example for my 
patients. 

Any tips for others who might want to 
try riding to work? 

I tend to ride in the middle of the 
lane. You have to make the cars go 
around you to be really safe. Bike 
lanes are great for slower riders but 
I find riding quickly with traffic is 
the safest. Watch out for out-of-town 
plates on cars! Also cycling is 
ergonomically better for carrying 
heavy loads. I carry a ten-pound bag 
with all my equipment in it. If I 
walked with that bag it would kill 
me! One other important thing is 
dispelling the myth that cycling 
makes you un-presentable in some 
way. I work as a professional and am 
totally presentable. Everyone should 
give cycling a try. When I ride I 
always wear a helmet. I do that cause 
I love my brain and know how easily 
it can be damaged. 


BREAtfA ww y couftmfi systems, smc. 



CLEAN AiR 




m 


QUIET STREETS 


212-347-4455 


BIKE WORKS 



106 RIDGE STREET 
NEWYORK, NY 10002 
WWW.BIKECULT.COM 


BIKES OF ALL KINDS 
SALES, RENTALS & TRADE 
REPAIRS ON MOST MAKES 
PARISH ACCESSORIES 
CUSTOM WHEEL BUILDING 
FIXED GEAR & TRACK 
FOLDERS, CHOPPERS & CRUISERS 
REPAIRS TECHNIQUE CLASSES 

OPEN I I AM TO 7 PM 
MONDAY- SATURDAY 
CLOSED SUNDAY 

212.388.1077 


At the cornel of RSu ngton 3. near Wlliamsburg Bridge and F train (Delaney) 


THINK ABOUT IT 

EAST OUST BIKE CILTIRE 

Get some culture for FREE! 

That’s Right! Fill out the form below, mail it, fax it, 

OR HANO IT TO US AND WE’LL SPOT YA A FREE TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION! 

GET THREE ISSUES FOR FREE! 

Name_ 


Address- 

City_ 

1173 Mass Ave • Arlington, MA 02476 
F- 781.641.9527 • T-781.641.9515 E-ridezine@ridezine.com 


State. 


Zip. 
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VOLUNTEER PROFILE 


Name: Gregory Cross 
Neighborhood: Fort Greene, Brooklyn 
Occupation: Photographer and 
Graphic Designer 
T.A. member since: 2001 
Volunteer activities: NYC Bike Week 
2001 official photographer; T.A. vol¬ 
unteer nights; magazine photography 
How did you hear about T.A.? A friend 
gave me a copy of City Cyclist when 
I was living in Richmond, VA and 
that was my introduction. When I 
visited NYC I went to the T.A. holi¬ 
day party and decided I would join 
when I moved to NYC. 

Which of T.A/s issues concerns you the 
most? How bike lanes in New York 
are ineffective and that most of the 
lanes become double parking lanes. I 
was recently in Montreal where they 
have separated bike lanes that are 
between the sidewalk and the parked 
cars (separated by curbs) instead of 
between the parked and moving cars. 
The design seems so much more log¬ 
ical and is much safer to ride on. It 
is not necessarily that the lanes are so 
poorly designed in New York but 
that there is so much illegal and 
double parking, that the lanes 
become useless. Delivery trucks need 
access to the curb and private cars are 
always parked in the loading zones 
causing delivery trucks to park in the 



Gregory Cross 



street (sometimes the bike lane). 

What was it like being the official pho¬ 
tographer of NYC Bike Week? It was 

exciting, and great to be able to go to 
so many different events. I was lucky 
to not have a 9-5 job at the time and 
was able to spend all day hanging 
out. The breakfasts, a mid-day event, 
then something in the evening! It 
gave me a great chance to be out pho¬ 
tographing, meeting people and mak¬ 
ing friends. Also, people on bikes are 
generally willing to let you shoot 
photos of them and they tend to 
become involved in the pictures. 
Because of the celebratory spirit of 
NYC Bike Week everyone was really 
excited and into the pictures. 

So biking and photography go well 
together: When I am riding around I 
see so much of the city. You are really 
exposed to the environment around 
you, as opposed to when you are in a 
car. Riding makes me really mobile 


and I am able to go quickly to lots of 
different areas of the city. This woman 
I met who works for the Daily News 
told me she rides her bike to all her 
assignments and can get to a breaking 
story quicker than a lot of other pho¬ 
tographers. She gets to combine two 
things she really loves — riding a bike 
and being a photographer. 

How does photography help the move¬ 
ment for better bicycling and walking? 
Concrete images stick with people 
more than what they see on the 
street. Images of people riding and 
walking and enjoying themselves rais¬ 
es awareness to the fact that there are 
people moving around outside of 
automobiles. Also, having a stock of 
photos available makes it easy for 
people to publish pictures and stories 
about biking, which really helps pro¬ 
mote cycling. 




Simply the world's best folding bike! 


BROMPTON 


hrvp rnnl.Tfid 


1 B00.7B 


bromptQrtbike .com 


Pr^:i:ri Iran ‘iflfiG. 
VlrlrjniVinllnhlr 
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RIDES 


Sat. Aug. 4 Prospect Park Moonlight 
Ride Brooklyn’s version of the amazing and 
auto-free Central Park Moonlight Ride. Meet at 
9 pm at Grand Army Plaza. Time’s Up! 

Sun. Aug. 5 Borough Perimeter Ride: 
Queens Ride to the multicultural home of the 
Mets, Jamaica Bay, Hagstrom maps, Joe 
Michael’s Mile, Queensborough Bridge, etc. Be 
prepared to ride for long stretches and bring 
lots of water. 60 mi., mostly flat. Start 8 am 
(express), 8:30 am (regular) at the Plaza Hotel 
(59th and 5th). 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Fri. Aug. 10 Central Park Traffic Calming 

Ride This is a peaceful ride to slow down car 
traffic during the hours the park is open to cars. 
Meet 6 pm at 59th St. and 6th Ave. Time’s Up! 

Sat. Aug. 11 Midnight Skate Skate as the 
city sleeps. Wear bright reflective clothing and 
have blinking red lights. This street skate is the 
second Sat. of every month. Meet at midnight 
at Columbus Circle. Empire Skate Club. 

Sun Aug. 12 Battle of Brooklyn George 
Washington & the American Revolutionary 
War revisited. Ride to various Colonial and 
British positions right here in Brooklyn! A his¬ 
torian will be on hand. 22 miles, mostly flat. 
8:30am, Bklyn Boro Hall (b/w Remsen & Jay 
streets). 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Sun. Aug. 12 Twilight 23 Cycle Ride to 
the Lincoln Tunnel Bring front lamps & rear 
lights - it will be dark. Make sure your bike is 
in good working order - who wants to fix a flat 
at this hour? Bring a warm jacket. 23 mi. flat 
w/ steep hills. 12 midnight, Penn 
Station (31st St. & 8th Ave.) Wet 
weather at the start cancels. 5BBC. 

Helmets required. 

Tues. Aug. 14 Tuesday Night 
Skate Weekly world renowned 
skate for high intermediate and 
advanced skaters. Meet at 8 pm at 
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts (141 
West 72nd Street). Empire Skate 
Club. 

Thurs. Aug. 16 Thursday 

Evening Roll Weekly skate that 
meets every Thurs. at 6:45 pm 
at Columbus Circle. For beginner 
and intermediate skaters. Empire 
Skate Club. 

Sun. Aug. 19 Hudson River 
Museum Cycling through the 
Bronx and Yonkers will be rewarded 
by this interesting museum. Bring 
$3 for admission, lunch or $, lock, 
and Metro-North bike permit. 30- 
35 mi., some hills, packed dirt, road 
bikes OK. 9:30am, Plaza Hotel 
(59th and 5th). 5BBC. Helmets 
required. 

Sat. Aug. 25 Riverside Ride 

Meet at 10 pm at Columbus Circle 
for a totally safe, magical, evening 
ride in Central Park and on the 
west-side greenway in Manhattan. 

Time’s Up! 


Sun. Aug. 26 Borough Perimeter Ride: 
Manhattan Ride along the shores of Manhat¬ 
tan. Journey to the Battery, South Street Sea¬ 
port, the East River/Hudson River greenways, 
& Inwood. You’ll never look at this borough the 
same way again! 40 mi., mostly flat, w/ one big 
hill. 8:30am, City Hall. 5BBC. Helmets 
required. 

Sun. Aug. 26th Tune Up For The NYC 
Century A wonderful 55-mile ride from The 
Bronx to Rockaway Beach. Bring your swim¬ 
suit and cool off in the ocean. Meet at 9 am at 
the Metro-north Botanical Garden Parking Lot. 
T.A. Bronx Committee 

Fri. Aug. 31 Critical Mass A fun, leisurely 
paced, group ride in Manhattan. We are not 
blocking traffic, we are traffic. Bicycle culture 
at it’s finest. Meet at 7 pm, Union Sq. South. 
Times Up! 

Sat. Sept. 1 Prospect Park Moonlight 
Ride See description from Aug. 4. 

Sun. Sept. 2 Long Ride, Short Pier We ll 

make our way to the Rockland town of Pier- 
mont. You’ll just love getting back to the 
bridge. Bring lunch or $ for it. 50 mi., flat with 
big hills. 9 am, Plaza Hotel (59th and 5th). 
5BBC. Helmets required. 

Mon. Sept. 3 Labor Day Brooklyn 
Sojourn Cross the East River and wind 
through various communities. Take the pleas¬ 
ant Shore Parkway Path to Sheepshead Bay for 
lunch. On our return, we’ll follow the bike path 
to Owl’s Head. 40 mi., mostly flat. 9:30 am, 


City Hall. 5BBC. Helmets required. 

Fri. Sept. 7 Central Park Moonlight Ride 

A quiet, auto-free night ride off the beaten 
paths in Central Park. Meet at 10 pm at 
Columbus Circle. Times Up! 

Sat. Sept. 8 Midnight Skate See description 
from Aug. 11. 

Sun. Sept. 23 2001 MS Bike Tour Join us 

in the fight to end the devastating effects of 
MS. Experience the thrill of touring Manhattan 
on traffic free streets and riding through the 
Lincoln Tunnel. Start at the World Trade Cen¬ 
ter Plaza. To register go to www.msnyc.org or 

call 212-463-9791. 

Fri. Sept. 28 Critical Mass See description 
from Aug. 31. 

Sat. Sept. 29 7th Annual Escape from 
New York Century A great fundraising ride 
presented by the New York Cycle Club offering 
great routes - 100, 62, and 50 miles - great 
food, and great people. All rides leave from 
Sakura Park (122 St & Riverside Dr.) in Man¬ 
hattan and offer picture-postcard views of the 
Hudson River and Palisades, New Jersey and 
scenic New York State. Online registration at 
www.nycc.org. 

Sat. Sept. 29 Riverside Ride See description 
from Aug. 25 

Fri. Oct. 5 Central Park Moonlight Ride 

See description from Sept. 7. 

Sun. Oct. 7 NY Jewish Environmental 
Ride A beautiful ride along the Hudson River 
from Kingston, NY to Manhattan 
raising money for Jewish environ¬ 
mental causes. Riders, volunteers 
and sponsors needed. Contact 212- 
391-1443, info@hazon.org or 
www.hazon.org. 

Sat. Oct. 13 Second Annual 
"Folds Up" Ride A parade-like 
ride for folding bikes, skates, or 
any small, non-polluting means of 
transport. Non-folding bike riders 
(who might be folding-curious) are 
very welcome! Bring anything that 
folds! Rain date Oct. 14. Time’s 
Up! 

Sat. Oct. 13 Midnight Skate 

See description from Aug. 11. 

Sun. Oct. 21 Children's Hos¬ 
pital Challenge Ride Join us 
for a morning ride full of adven¬ 
ture and fun. Three routes: 15 
miles, 25 miles and 40 miles, will 
depart from Manhattanville Col¬ 
lege in Purchase, NY. The routes 
will travel through the colorful 
hills, valleys and scenic back roads 
of Purchase, Armonk and Green¬ 
wich. Contact Eileen at (914) 493- 
7442 to register. 

Fri. Oct. 26 Critical Mass 

See description from Aug. 31. 

Sat. Oct. 27 Riverside Ride 

See description from Aug. 25 


RESOURCES 


WALKING 


FIVE BORO BICYCLE CLUB 

212-932-2300 xl 15 / 5bbc.org 

This is only a sample of 5BBC's many rides: 
helmets must be worn on all rides! 

TIME'S UP! 

212-802-8222 / times-up.org 

NEW YORK CYCLE CLUB 

212-828-5711 / nycc.org 

FAST & FABULOUS CYCLING CLUB 

212-567-7160 / fastnfab.org 

Lesbian and gay bike club 

THE WEEKDAY CYCLISTS 

e-mail: twcinnyc@aol.com 

L & M TOURERS 

718-601-5332 

NORTH JERSEY MTN BIKE CLUB 

201-291-2332 

PAUM0N0K BICYCLE CLUB 

516-942-2084/ bicyclelongisland.org 

BICYCLE TOURING CLUB OF 
NORTHERN N.J. 
201-225-1525 


NYC PARKS DEPT.—URBAN 
RANGERS 

www.ci.nyc.ny.us/html/dpr/ 
html/tourschedule.html 

SH0REWALKERS 

212-330-7686 

www.shorewalkers.org 

OUTDOORS CLUB 

www.wso.net/outdoorscluh 

SIERRA CLUB-ATLANTIC CHAP¬ 
TER OUTINGS 
718-370-2096 

www.sierraclub.org/chapters/ny/ 
OUTINGS/hikes.htm 


SKATING 


EMPIRE SKATE CLUB 

212-774-1774/ empireskate.org 


CITY PLANNING-BIKES 

212-442-4640/ www.ci.nyc.ny.us 
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COMMITTEE NEWS 


What's T.A/s Brooklyn Committee up to? 

Brooklyn T.A. volunteers continue the fight for a car-free 
Prospect Park, currently gathering postcards and writing 
letters pushing for an expansion of the summer hours from 
6 months to year-round. But that’s not all. Members have 
been very active fighting the DOT’s planned widening of 
Columbia and Van Brunt Streets in Red Hook. The widen¬ 
ing would make these streets more dangerous and narrow 
the planned Brooklyn waterfront greenway trail. The com¬ 
mittee has met with candidates for the various City Council 
races and educated them on pedestrian and cycling issues 
including car-free Prospect Park and Downtown Brooklyn 
Traffic Calming. Volunteers manned booths and signed up 
new members at street fairs like Seventh Heaven and You 
Gotta Have Park. Volunteers are also fighting for better 
bike parking in Brooklyn. 

Come and get involved with your community. The 
Brooklyn Committee meets the third Monday of every 
month at 6:30 pm at Eco Books, 192 5th Ave. (between 
Union and Sackett Streets, closest trains are N/R/M). The 
meeting is open to everyone. 

Gowanus Committee 

Attention west Brooklyn residents. A highway tunnel and 
greenspace, or a new elevated monstrosity? You decide. Con¬ 
tact Gowanus@transalt.org. 

Help make the NYC Century a success! 

The NYC Century Bike Tour, T.A.’s largest fundraiser, 
is taking place on Sunday Sept. 9, 2001. There are four 
routes, 35, 55, 75, and 100 miles, that start and finish in 
Central Park and travel through Brooklyn, Queens, Manhat¬ 
tan, and The Bronx. This is a fantastic urban bike tour 
designed to show off New York’s beautiful parks, bike 
paths, and waterfront views. 

Each year, T.A. puts together special NYC Century 
teams that help with the ride and make it the successful 
event that it is. There are several different ways to get 
involved: 

Central Park Start and Finish crews: Help set up the start 
of the ride. We need early risers who can be in Central Park 
as early as 3 am! Help register riders, and pass out t-shirts 
and waterbottles. The Finish Line Crew (shifts between 10 
am — 8 pm) needs help distributing T.A. literature, signing 
up new members, and welcoming returning riders. 

Rest stop crews: There are five locations to choose from: 
Prospect Park, Canarsie Piers, Alley Pond Park (Queens), 
Astoria Park, and Pelham Bay Park (The Bronx). Help set 
up the rest stop, greet, feed, and water riders. Pick your 
favorite park and sign up to help. 

Ride Marshals: T.A. needs confident riders to help guide 
participants along the route. Marshals also help with minor 
bike repairs and minor first aid where needed. All marshals 
must do a NYC Century pre-ride. 

Route Painting: A well-marked route equals happy cyclists! 
Join one of the route painting teams in The Bronx, Brook¬ 
lyn, or Queens and enjoy the adventure as you mark the 


route the weekends of Aug. 18th, 25th, and Sept. 1. 

To volunteer to help on one of these teams go to 
www.NYCcentury.org and click on volunteers or contact the 
T.A. office at 212-629-8080 or events2@transalt.org. 

Car-Free Central Park Committee 

Pictured is the 
Central Park 
Traffic Calming 
ride presented by 
Time’s Up!, one 
of the many com¬ 
munity groups 
that support a 
car-free Central 
Park. To learn 
more about T.A.’s 
Car-Free Central 
Park Committee visit www.Car-FreeCentralPark.org. 

Bronx Committee 

The Bronx Committee is busy this summer planning the 
annual Tour De Bronx (Oct. 21), and helping plan the route 
for the NYC Century Bike Tour. The next project is mark¬ 
ing the Bronx section of the NYC Century route happening 
August 18th and 25 th. To join the fun of painting the Cen¬ 
tury route meet at 10 am at the Metro-north Botanical Gar¬ 
den Parking Lot, or send an e-mail to Bronx@transalt.org. 


CYCLING 

ACCIDENT 



All Personal Injury and Accidents 

Trial Attorney/Cyclist 

"...a bike-savvy lawyer" 

— Mountain Bike magazine, May 1998 

Protecting the Rights 
of Injured Cyclists 

Law Offices of 
Robert S. Fader 

1-800-796-5657 cyclelaw@aol.com 
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BIKES ABOARD 


Amtrak— 800-872-7245, www.amtrak.com\ bicycles travel only in baggage cars. 
Not all trains offer baggage service/have baggage cars. You may put your bike 
on an earlier train and pick it up when you arrive. Bicycles must be boxed, $5 
fee each way. Roll-on service (no box needed) at most stops on “Vermonter” and 
“Adirondack” trains — call for reservations. 

Long Island Rail Road —718-558-8228 or www.mta.nyc.ny.us\ need permit: 
pick one up at Penn or Grand Central Stations. $5 one-time fee. Collapsible 
bikes ok without permit. Same rules as Metro-North, except summer season 
weekend trains have serious restrictions—see permit for details. 

Metro North —212-532-4900; need permit, pick one up at Grand Central 
Station, window #27. $5 one-time fee. No bikes during rush hours and on sev¬ 
eral holidays. Limit 2 bikes per car, 8 per train, except special bike trains. 
Groups of 4 or more must call ahead. Bikes ok all weekends. Port Jervis line- 
get NJ Transit pass. Check web for special summer “Bike Train” schedules. 
New Jersey Transit —973-762-5100; No permit needed for train, no bikes on 
buses. Collapsible bikes always permitted. No regular bikes during am rush hours 
to NY and pm rush hours to NJ. No bikes on some holidays. Bring two bungee 
cords to secure bike. 

NY Transit (Subway) —Bikes permitted at all times; be considerate and use 
ends of train cars. A few stations’ gates limit bike exit/entry at times. 

PATH —800-234-PATH/201-216-6247; permit not required. Rush hour (into 
NYC) restrictions. No restrictions weekends and Holidays. 

SEPTA —(Philadelphia)—215-580-7800; Bikes permitted on regional rail, Norris¬ 
town, Market-Frankford, Broad St. lines. Off peak travel only. 


BUSES 


Academy —212-971-9054, 212-962-1122; serves Jersey Shore. No charge. 
Adirondack/Pine Hill Trailways —800-858-8555; No fee, travels in luggage 
bay if space available, must be boxed or bagged (supply your own) and cannot 
exceed 8”x32”x60”. No guarantee that a connecting carrier will accept it. 
Asbury Park —212-971-9054; no charge, call for restrictions. 

Bonanza —212-947-1766; national; $3 per bicycle, travels in luggage bay. 

CYCLING ACCIDENT CLAIMS 

Legal Counsel, Representation and Litigation 

"Twenty years of cycling experience has made me painfully 
aware of the injuries caused by road accidents." 

My office represents fellow cyclists who have been injured by careless 
motorists...There is no charge to discuss your legal rights in any 
situation where you have suffered injury or damage. A fee is charged 
when compensation is obtained from the motorist's insurance company. 

For further information and complimentary consultation contact: 

Barton L Slavin, Esq. 

( 212 ) 233-1010 



Carey Transport —No bikes. 

Greyhound —800-231-2222; national service. Within NE Corridor same 
rules as Peter Pan. Elsewhere: provide your own box, (or $10), plus $15 fee. 
Hampton Jitney —800-936-0440; serves the Hamptons. $10 per bicycle, 
travels in luggage bay. 

Liberty Lines —No bikes. 

LI Bus —No bikes. 

MTA —718-445-3100; Seasonal on QBx 1 over Whitestone Bridge. 

Martz Trailways —800-233-8604; serves Philadelphia, Poconos. No fee, but 
provide your own box. 

Miami Express —212-781-7954; serves Jacksonville, Orlando, Miami. Col¬ 
lapsible or boxed bikes only, $0.50 per pound. 

Olympia Trails —212-964-6233; No fee, call for details. 

Peter Pan —800-343-9999; No fee, travels in luggage bay, take off front wheel. 
However, be prepared to box your bike and pay, esp. during holidays. 

Red & Tan Lines —No bikes. 

Short Line —800-631-8405; Hudson River Valley. No fee, but now requires 
bikes to be in canvas bag or box. 

Sunrise Coach Lines —516-477-1200; $10 per bike, travels in luggage bay. 
Trailways —800-858-8555; no fee, must provide your own box or bag. 


Delta Water Shuttle —800-933-5935; to LaGuardia Airport. 

Seastreak —800-262-8743; $3 fee: Pier 11: Manhattan to Highlands, NJ; 
Atlantic Highland, NJ; and Bay Ridge Brooklyn. 

Harbor Shuttle —888-254-RIDE; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

Fire Island Ferries —No bikes on ferries, must use infrequent cargo boat. 
New York Waterways —800-533-3779; Bikes OK always, $1 fee, limit 2 
bikes on most runs. No bikes on Port Imperial- Weehawken and Wall Street. 
New York Fast Ferry —800-NYF-NYFF; Bikes OK always, no fee. 

NY Water Taxi —no bikes allowed. 

Staten Island Ferry —718-815-BOAT; no extra charge, enter on Lower Level. 



MANHATTAN 

RIGKSHAW 

COMPANY 


Reservations accepted for weekend 
and weekday evening pedicab service 


• Sensible 

• Affordable 

• Magical 


Please 
call (212) 
604-4729 


www.manhattanrickshaw.com 


- CLASSIFIEDS - 

For Sale: Rally 3 Speed, Lady’s Frame, Very Good Condition, All Original 
New Saddle, $125. Call Per at 718-858-1039- 

For Sale: 1979 black Rudge 3-speed bicycle (19 inch). A perfect commuter 
bike. It has a light, Brooks saddle, mirror, and a 1971 Schwinn touring bag. 
$125 firm. Contact John at 516-432-9116. 

For Sale: 30” Bianchi “Eros.” Excellent condition. Best offer. Call Cindy at 
212-254-5894. 

NYC cyclists and T.A. members: A group of cyclists from Spain is inter¬ 
ested in participating in the NYC Century on September 9th. You now have a 
unique opportunity: put up a cyclist(s) in your house for 6 nights, Sept. 5-12 
and in exchange, get accommodations for a week in Spain. Many of the 
interested parties are professionals and come from Barcelona, Pamplona, San 
Sebastian, etc. For more information, contact Daniel Sherr at Danielsherr@cs.com. 

Job Announcement: Administrative Director, Institute for Transportation 
and Development Policy (ITDP). ITDP seeks a well-organized individual with 
college degree to manage NYC office. Duties include bookkeeping, database 
mgt, and desktop publishing. Experience in advocacy and developing countries 
a plus. Contact Noah Budnick at 212-629-8001, mobility@igc.org, or visit 
www.ITDP.org. 
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SHOPS 


Buy A Bicycle And Go For A Ride! 


THANKS TO ALL THE SHOPS BELOW WHO 
support T. A. by offering our members 
discounts. Letters following store 
names indicate which items are dis¬ 
counted. Be sure to bring your T.A. 
membership card. Maps to the shops 
are at www.transalt.org/bikeshop. 


MANHATTAN 


A Bicycle Shop 10% ACRP 349 W 14 St 
A NewGen Bikes *1 0% ABCR 832 9 Av 
Bicycle Habitat 8 1/4% ACR 244 Lafayette 
Bicycle Renaissance 8% ACRP 430 Columbus 
Bike Works *10% PBX 106 Ridge St. 

Canal St Metro *10% ACPR 41 7 Canal 
Chelsea Bicycles 8% ACP 136 W 26th St. 

City Bicycles *10% ACPRB 308 9th Av 
Cn’C Bicycle Works 8% ABCPRS 1101 1 Av 
Conrad’s Bike Shop 8% ACRP 23 Tudor City PI 
Emey’s Bike Shop 10% ABS 141 E 17 St 
Enoch’s Bike Shop *1 0% ACPR 736 10th Ave 
Frank’s Bike Shop 10% APR 333 Grand St 
Gotham Bike Shop 10% ACPR 116 W Broadway 
Larry & Jeff’s * 10% ACPR 1690 2nd Av 
Larry & Jeff’s *10% ACPR 3rd Av blw 79th & 80th 
Manhattan Bicycles *10% ABCPR 791 9th Av. 
Metro Bicycle Store *10% ACPR 1311 Lexngtn Av 
14 St Metro Bikes *10% ACPR 332 E 14 St 
Midtown Bicycle *10% ACPR 360 W 47 St 
96 St Metro Bikes *10% ACPR 231 W 96 St 
Scandinavian Ski & Sport *10% ACP 40 W 37 St 
Sid’s Bike Shop *8% ABCPR 233 E 34 St 
Sixth Ave Bicycles *10% ACPR 346 6 Av 
Toga Bike Shop 10% ACPR 110 West End Av 
Tread Bike Shop *10% ACPR 223 Dyckman St. 
Victor’s Bike Repair 8% ABR 4123 Broadway 


BROOKLYN 


Ace Cycles 10% ABCPR 1116 Coretelyou Rd 
Arnold’s Bicycles 10% ACPR 4220 8 Av 
Bath Beach Cycles 10% ABCPR 2136 Bath Av 
Bay Ridge Bike 10% ACPRS 8916 3 Av 
Bicycle Land 10% ACR 424 Coney Island Av 
Bicycle Station *10% AR 360 Vanderbilt Av 
The Bike Shop 10% ACPR 240 Smith St 


Brooklyn Bicycle Center 10% ABCPR 713 Coney Isl.Av 

Brooklyn Heights Bike 10% ACPR 278 Atlantic Av 

Dixon’s *8% ABCPR 792 Union St 

Larry’s Cycle Shop 5% ABCPRS 1834 Elatbush Av 

On The Move 10% AC PS 400 7 Av 

P & H Bike 10% ABCPRS 1819 Coney Island Av 

R & A Cycles 10% ACP 103 3 Av 

Roy’s Sheepshead 10% ACP 2679 Coney Island Av 

Sizzling Bicycles 8% ACPSRX 3100 Ocean Pkwy 

Spokes & Strings 10% B 184 Havermeyer St 

Verrazano Bicycle Shop 10% ACPR 8717 3rd Ave 


Bronx Bicycle Discount *10% ACPR 912 E.Gun Hill Rd 
Eddie’s Cycle 5% A 10% P 2033 Grand Concourse 
Neighborhood Cycle 10% ABCPR 371 Courtlandt Av 
Sid’s Bike Shop 8% ACPRS 213 W 230 St 
Westchester Bike 10% ABCPRS 2611 Westchester 


QUEENS 


Arc De Triumph 10% ABCP 114-01 Jamaica Av 

Astoria Bicycle 8% ABCPR 33-01 23 Av 

Bellitte Bicycle *10%ABCPR 169-20 Jamaica Av 

Bicycle Barn 8% R 107-34 Springfield Blvd 

Bike Stop 8% ACPRS 37-19 28 Av 

Bill’s Cycles 10% 63-24 Roosevelt Av 

Bill’s Ozone Park 15%AP 10%B 108th St & Liberty 

Buddy’s 10% ACPR 79-30 Parsons Blvd 

Cigi Bicycle Shop 10% C 42-20 111 St 

Cigi II 10% C 91-07 37 Av 

Grand Bicycle Center 10% BR 70-13 Grand Av 

Gray’s Bicycles 8% ABCPR 82-34 Lefferts Blvd 

Labee Bicycles 10% ABP 139-01 Northern Blvd. 

Queens Discount Bike *10% ACPR 92-64 Queens Blvd 


A: Accessories 
B: Bicycles 
C: Clothing 
P: Parts 
R: Repairs 
S: Skates 
X: Bike Rentals 

*NO DISCOUNT ON 
SALE ITEMS 


LONG ISLAND 


Bicycle Planet *1 0% ACP 340Jericho Tpke, Syosset 

Bikehampton *10%AP 36 Main St., Sag Harbor 

Long Beach Bicycle & Fitness 

*10% ACP 733 E. Park Av 

South Shore Bicycles *10% ACP 

1063-67 B’way, Woodmere 

Valley Stream Bike 10% ACPR 93 E Merrick Rd 


WESTCHESTER 


High Caliper Bicycle *1 0% ACPR ( White Plains) 

169 Mamaronack Av 

Central Danny’s Cycles *10% ACPX (Scarsdale) 

644 Central Av 

Pelham Bicycle Center 1 5% APC 109 Wolfs Ln 
Yorktown Cycling Center 10% AC PI 899 Commerce St 


Academy 10% ABC PS ( Palisades Park) 34 Grand Av 
Amber Cyclery 10% ACPR ( Teaneck) 764 Palisade Av 
Bikemasters 10% ABCPR (Engelwood)ll Bennett Rd 
Bike Shop 10% ACP ( Saddlebrook) 108 Rt 46 
Bikeworks *10%ACP [Rochelle Park) 383 Rochelle Av 
Clifton Speed 10% ABCPRS ( Clifton) 1074 Main Av 
Cranford Bike *10% ABCPRS (Cranford) 103 N Union 
Marty Reliable 10% ACP (Morristown) 173 Speedwell 
RG’s Bicycle 10% CP (Bayonne) 890 Bway 
Rte 15 Bike 10% ABCPRS (L. Hopatcong) State Hwy 13 
Somerville Cyclery *15% ACP (Somerville) 34 E Main St 
Strictly Bicycles 10% ARCP (Fort Lee) 321 Main St 
S.D.S. Bicycle Shops *10% ABCPR (Jersey City) 

331 Palisade Ave & (Cliff side Park) 674 Anderson Ave 
Tenafly Bike Workshop 10% ACPR 173 Country Rd 


Shops interested in joining the program should 
contact Craig at T.A.: 212-629-8080. 



the swift folder 

•a Y«ry pra-rikcil city Bike 



tc an±r n Np -* Trrt. hy ftctafV, F« Sk— 

Nbw CTcarmD.t: throaoh Rf^cyr.ia c? J>yj'U 

EaJ! {prods. .Niy-r*- 'V■ire 1 hj i. ui&d parfr-.. crad □ mare 
price. 

Fran 11 2B fbt and UlQ-$9m 

. w/rfrfird fkiri to'i' 

718-675-3090 


Buy 4 brakepads, 
get 2 free brake cables. 


Open only to T.A. Members 
with valid T.A. membership 


card and this ad - no copies! 

244 Lafayette Street 
b/w Spring & Prince NYC 

MS 


% 


212-431-3315 


"NEW YORK’S BEST BIKE SHOP" — NEW YORK MAGAZINE 
WWW.BICYCLEHABITAT.COM 

Offer expires 10/15/2001 
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LETTERS 


Phone Number Correction 

Dear T.A., 

Thanks for highlighting the activities of TIME’S UP! in 
your spring issue. All your readers are welcome to partici¬ 
pate in our rides and events, which are free and open to 
everyone. To that end, we’d like to correct a typo in the arti¬ 
cle: Our phone number is 212-802-8222. A description of 
upcoming events can be found at www.times-up.org or by 
giving us a call. Ride safe. 

TIME’S UP! 
NYC 

Help When You Need It 

Dear T.A., 

I’d like to commend cyclist Kevin Grant and the offices of 
T.A. for helping me after a city bus struck me. 

The bus ran a red light on Bowery and Grand and hit 
my shoulder. I couldn’t find a police officer and the bus 
driver would not give me his operator number. Then Kevin 
Grant, a complete stranger, rode by. All I had to say was: 
“Hey, have you seen a cop anywhere?” and he became the 
James Bond of the bicycle world. Kevin called the police 
from his cell phone, asked if I was okay, reassured the upset 
bus passengers, and, as if this weren’t enough, put himself 
and his bike in front of the bus after the driver backed up 
and knocked over my bicycle. Kevin left when the police 
arrived, giving me his phone number and nothing else. I 
thank him now as a Good Samaritan cyclist on the street. I 
hope no one ever needs help like that, but it’s good to know 
we’re all out there together. 

After the accident I called T.A., and you calmed me 
with the reassuring, “You did everything right.” It’s great to 
know that T.A. is a strong legislative voice speaking for all 
alternative transportation folks, and is warmly there for us 
in hectic times. 

Enclosed in my purchase of a two-year T.A. membership 
for Kevin. 

Laura Dauphine 
Manhattan 

Dodging Double Parking At 80 

Dear T.A., 

I just celebrated my 80th birthday and have been using a 
bicycle as my means of transportation in New York City for 
more than 50 years. 

In my opinion, the City has become less and less friend¬ 
ly to bicycles over the years, despite the gains T.A. has made 
in bike paths and car-free hours in the parks. 

At least once a week I come close to being nicked by an 
automobile, if not actually hit by one. Each time a car 
comes that close to me I become frightened and ride on the 
sidewalk, which is illegal. I would like to comply with the 
law but the double parking makes it virtually impossible to 
bicycle with any degree of safety on the Upper West Side 
where I live. 

Please propose that something be done about double 
parking. Otherwise this city is not safe for bicyclists. 

Thank you, 


Ed: First off, congratulations on your amazing accomplishment. 50 years! 
Wow. Double parking is a huge problem for cyclists. Its root cause is the free 
parking, which allows parking hogs to monopolize scarce curb space. A ration¬ 
al transportation policy would meter all parking on arterial streets 7 days a 
week, 2d hours a day, as well as meter parking on side streets in Manhattan 
south of 110th street and those streets surrounding major retail centers city¬ 
wide. 


Audible Signals Make Crossing Possible 

Dear T.A., 

Since September 2000, I have been working with (T.A. 
Campaign Coordinator) Neel Scott to get audible crossing 
signals installed at two intersections of my neighborhood in 
Bellerose, Queens. 

I am totally blind and travel with a seeing-eye dog. Due 
to the volume of traffic, quiet cars and turning traffic at the 
intersections, it is difficult to discern when I have the light 
in my favor in these two intersections. 

With the support of T.A., politicians in my neighbor¬ 
hood and the Department of Transportation, the two audi¬ 
ble signals have been installed one week ahead of schedule. 

The audible crossing signals enable me and others to 
travel with more confidence and safety in my neighborhood. 

Thank your for your involvement. It is a pleasure to 
work with people who are so informative and helpful. 

Linda Paul 
Queens 


LAW OFFICE OF 

ADAM D. WHITE, ESQ. 

305 Broadway, Suite 1101 

(BETWEEN DUANE AND THOMAS) 

New York, NY 10007 
212 - 577-9710 

adamlaw@earthlink.net 

HANDLING 
CYCLING ACCIDENTS 
AND YOUR 

OTHER LEGAL PROBLEMS 

— Free Consultation — 

No Recovery No Fee 
Affordable Rates 
Fellow Cyclist 8c City Resident 


Alice K. Ladas 
Manhattan 
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CALENDAR 


August 

Wed. 8 Volunteer Night. T.A. Office. Hot sum¬ 
mer nights! Stop by for a cool drink. For more info 
contact Craig Barnes at 212-629-8080 or 
events@transalt. org. 

Mon. 20 6:30 pm. T.A. Brooklyn Committee 
Monthly Meeting. Eco Books, 192 5th Ave. near 
Sackett. Take the N/R to Union St. For more info 
contact Clarence Eckerson at Brooklyn@transalt.org. 

Tues. 28 6-8 pm. Auto-Free NY Meeting. 

“Lower Manhattan Transportation” discussion, fol¬ 
lowed by walking tour. 104 Washington St., near 
Rector St. Use Rector St. or Wall St. subway sta¬ 
tions. Contact George Haikalis at 212-475-3394 or 
visit www.auto-free.org. 

Wed. 29 Volunteer Night. T.A. Office. 2 more 
weeks till the NYC Century Bike Tour! For more 
info contact Craig Barnes at 212-629-8080 or 
events@transalt. org. 


September 

Sun. 9 NYC Century Bike Tour. This is a fan¬ 
tastic ride, and T.A.’s largest fundraiser. Register on¬ 
line at www.NYCcentury.org. Take advantage of the 
new express start by registering before Aug. 27. 
Hope to see you there! 

Wed. 1 2 Volunteer Night. T.A. Office. Hear all 
the stories from the NYC Century Bike Tour. For 
more info contact Craig Barnes at 212-629-8080 or 
events@transalt. org. 

Mon. 17 6:30 pm. T.A. Brooklyn Committee 
Monthly Meeting. Eco Books, 192 5th Ave. near 
Sackett. Take the N/R to Union St. For more info 
contact Clarence Eckerson at Brooklyn@transalt.org. 

Tues. 25 6-8 pm. Auto-Free NY Meeting. 

Speaker and topic to be determined. 104 Washing¬ 
ton St., near Rector St. Use Rector St. or Wall St. 
subway stations. Contact George Haikalis at 212- 
475-3394 or visit www.auto-free.org. 

Wed. 26 Volunteer Night. T.A. Office. Lots of 
membership cards to send to all the new members 
who signed up at the NYC Century. For more info 
contact Craig Barnes at 212-629-8080 or 
events@transalt. org. 


October 

Wed. 10 Volunteer Night. T.A. Office. Keep 
the mail machine churning. Free drinks and snacks. 
For more info contact Craig Barnes at 212-629- 
8080 or events@transalt.org. 

Mon. 15 6:30 pm. T.A. Brooklyn Committee 
Monthly Meeting Eco Books, 192 5th Ave. near 
Sackett. Take the N/R to Union St. For more info 
contact Clarence Eckerson at Brooklyn@transalt.org. 

Sun. 21 Tour de Bronx New York’s largest free 
cycling event! 2 beautiful routes tour greenways and 
neighborhoods in The Bronx. Interested marshals 
and volunteers check www.TourDeBronx.org for 
training ride schedule and route painting. Contact 
718-590-BRONX or the website to register. 

Tues. 23 6-8 pm. Auto-Free NY Meeting. 
Speaker and topic to be determined. 104 Washing¬ 
ton St., near Rector St. Use Rector St. or Wall St. 
subway stations. Contact George Haikalis at 212- 
475-3394 or visit www.auto-free.org. 

Tues. 30 Volunteer Magazine Mailing Party. 
T.A. Office. NOTE: One day earlier because of Hal¬ 
loween. Help mail the new magazine at T.A.’s 
funnest volunteer night. Free pizza! For more info 
contact Craig Barnes at 212-629-8080 or 
events@transalt. org. 


For updated event information and last minute changes, see T.A.'s web calendar at www.transalt.org/calendar 
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The best folding kayaks 
go anywhere. 

Even to your mailbox. 

We're the folding boat specialists featuring Feathercraft and Nautiraid, 
providing knowledgeable service and competitive prices. And we ship 
anywhere. In NY? Call for demonstration hours. Or take a class from BQJ 
Instructors like Derek Hutchinson, Nigel Foster or Linda Legg. Check out 
our selection of accessories, books, videos, as well as hard shells from Bet- 
sie Bay, Dagger and SEDA. Visit our website, call for catalogue, or write us 
at: 601W 26th ST,12th Floor, NYC 10001 

NEW YORK KAYAK COMPANY! 

800-KAYAK99 http://www.nykayak.com 
Authorized Dealer: Feathercraft Nautiraid Folbot Dagger Betsie Bay SEDA 



184 Havemeyer, basement, btwn S3rd &S4th 

Williamsburg, Brooklyn 

718.599.2409 

WED-SUN. 11-7 

Or— \ SPOKES 



STRINGS 

MORE THAN 100 USED BIKES 

priced starting at $65 
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TflMMEGMMiani 

ALTERNATIVES 

proudly presents the 

12th Annual 

NYC Century 
Bike.-4LToun« 




SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2001 

Rain or Shine 



Signing up on-line 
is best for T.A. and 
saves you time. 


A spectacular urban cycling adventure linking New York's 
beautiful parks, bike routes and waterfronts. 

Choose your distance, ride your pace—35, 55, 75 or 100 mile 
routes. 

All proceeds benefit Transportation Alternatives - metro-NYC's 
advocates for cyclists, pedestrians and sensible transportation. 
Bike for better biking! 



• Start and finish in NYC's beautiful Central Park! 

• Receive your free Century 2001 T-shirt on ride day. 

• Generous selection of delicious fruit and light food at 5 rest stops. 

• New Express Start for Pre-registered Riders 

For more pictures and info, see our web site at www.NYCcentury.org 



Transportation Alternatives 
115 W 30th St Ste 1207 
New York NY 10001 -4010 
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New York, Ny Per¬ 
mit No. 1098 






























